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(Cal. Lettersheets) (10/94)

1. ADVENTURES OF M" GREENHORN on his arrival in San FRANCISCO
The first Day. | Lith. by Justh & Quirot. Jackson S*, S.F. |
Published & Sold by Cooke & Lecount, Booksellers &
Stationers, Montgomery S* S.F. [Baird 1]

Nine vignettes. Left to right, down: Four carts transmit
him and his bagage [sic] to the next Hotel.; the boat is
loaded wirth [sic] his bagage [sic].; Arrival of Mr. Green-
horn in his California array.; From 8 o’clock-10 Mr. G.
Pursued and nearly devoured by sundry little Newspaper
boys.; From 10-12 Mr. G. indulges in the musical amusement
of being deafened by auction bells.; From 12-1 Mr. G. is in
a fix at the door of a luncheon Room in wich [sic] he
remains wrthout [sic] satisfying his appetite.; From 1-2 On
visiting some of his old Friends he is horror strucK [sic]
by their occupation. (washing clothes); From 2-4 Gets
Knabbed by runners on long Wharf and is after a long battle
between three rivals carried of [sic] by the strougest
[sic] on board of a Steamboat for Sacramento.; From 4-5
maKes [sic] a short aeronautical journey wich [sic] he gets
gratis by the explosion of the boat but is safely landed on
long warf [sic].

Lith. 10-1/4 x 7-1/2 overall, on a single sheet measuring 8-
15/16 x 11-3/16, blue or gray wove. Fine. Mounted on
Japanese tissue, a few chips to blank left margin filled
and a few small stains.

A humorous look at the life and times of a newly arrived
argonaut, published by one of the important and early
letter sheet publishers. “Justh, Quirot, et al., were early
on the scene, and their realization of the ‘news value’ of
lithography is obvious. The mines, the growing city of San
Francisco, the Vigilance Committee, the fires—all are
vividly portrayed by their work. Little enough of it has
survived. They existed in those rather wild early San
Francisco days when the very events they pictured were at
destructive height, and there is little doubt that most of
their stock was destroyed, as was Britton & Rey’s in the
later 1906 catastrophe. In the 1850s, fire after fire razed
parts of the flimsily built young city; in one of them, it
has been said, a river of molten type ran down to the Bay
from a burning printer’s establishment. The wonder is that
we have even this little by which we know any of the
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pioneer California lithographers. A number of lithographs
appear, sometimes with a Quirot imprint, sometimes with
Britton & Rey’s. In production of letterheads, Justh,
Quirot, et al. were exceeded only by Britton & Rey”
(Peters, California on Stone, p. 132).

Copies of image located by Baird: 2 institutional.
Provenance: Kenneth Bechtel.

($700-1,000)
$805.00
2. ADVENTURES OF A PIKE IN CALIFORNIA. | Lith. & Published

by Britton & Rey Cor. Comm' & Montg’ S$*° S. Francisco.
[Baird 2]

Seventeen vignettes. Left to right, down: Coming in from
the Plains. (man; pack train at back); Winter Experience.
(two men before a grocery store); Disturbers of his Rest
(bears outside a cabin); Wet Diggings. (a man in hip boots
throwing water with a bucket on a stick); Dry Diggings (man
working with a pick); Buys a Quartz Claim (two men gazing
at a mountain of quartz); Daming [sic] (two men working at
a dam); Making acquaintance with the natives (man running
from natives); Visits Sacramento (a flooded street); and
Stockton (a flooded street); Buys a Horse (man on
horseback); Other parties Claim him next day. (the horse is
seized by two other men); Going back to the Mines (man with
bedroll, etc.); Dead broke (a sorrowful miner sits on a
stump); Sinks a deep hole (digging a hole); Makes a raise
(finds a big nugget); and takes th [sic] Railroad for home
(man about to board train).

Lith. 9-15/16 x 7-3/16 overall, on a single sheet measuring
8-1/4 x 10-11/16, gray wove. Fine+. Slight abrasion to left
margin (reinforced with Japanese tissue on verso), loss of
about 1/2 inch of line border; lightly soiled.

Humor was an important element in the forty-niners’
difficult life and is illustrated in the many cartoon-style
letter sheets. Originally the term “Pike” applied to men
from Pike County, Missouri, who joined the California Gold
Rush. Later “Pike” applied generally to those of rustic
appearance and limited education. The term became even more
vague when men who did not care to reveal their past
history would respond to the question, “Where are you
from?” by answering “Pike.” Peters, California on Stone, p.
66 & Plate 19.
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Copies of image located by Baird: 5 institutional.
Provenance: Elizabeth Lyman Potter.

($450-550)
bought in

3. . Another issue of preceding [Baird 2], from the
Britton & Rey numbered series. Single sheet measuring 10-
9/16 x 8-3/16, white wove, 8 (u.r.). Very fine.

Baird, p. 19: “Production of series is one interesting
aspect of California’s pictorial letter sheets. Seeing the
great popularity of such scenes, Britton & Rey issued a
group on white paper, usually numbered in the upper right
corner. I have found 26 distinctly different numbered
sheets. It may be the full series, or it may be extended by
future discoveries.” Henry had all but two of the Britton &
Rey numbered series. In those two cases, he was able to
acquire the image in the issue without the Britton & Rey
series numbers. Reproduced in Baird.

Provenance: William J. Haber, Jr.
($400-500)
$460.00

4. Appearance of Morse & Heslep’s Flour Mill, Hayward’s, as
left by the Earthquake of Oct. 21, 1868. Loss $12,000.
[Baird 3]

Completely wrecked building turned on its side, with shed
nearby, right; foreground, people (one man on horseback)
looking on.

Lith. 5 x 7, on a double sheet measuring 10 x 7-7/8, white
wove, ruled paper. Very fine. A few inconsequential stains.
Peters, California on Stone, p. 51 (attributed to George H.
Baker).

Copies of this image located by Baird: 1 institutional; 1

private (Clifford copy). Provenance: William J. Haber, Jr.
($300-500)

bought in

5. ASSASSINATION OF JAMES KING OF WILLIAM. [p. 1, upper] |
SURRENDER OF JAS. P. CaAsEy AND CHARLES CorA To the Vigilance
Committee, on Sunday, May 18th, 1856. [p. 1, lower] |
ExecuTioNn OF JAMES P. CAsSey AND CHARLES CORA, BY THE VIGILANCE
COMMITTEE, OF SAN FrRanNcisco, on Thursday, May 22d, 1856, from
the Windows of their Rooms, in Sacramento Street, between



Dorothy Sloan Books — Auction 2/3
(Cal. Lettersheets) (10/94)

Front and Davis Streets. [p. 4, upper] | [Four Portraits:]
JaMES P. Casey; CHARLES CORA; YANKEE SULLIVAN; Epw. M’GowaN [p. 4,
lower] | Heustis [in blocks; p. 1, lower: l.r.: p. 4, upper:
1.1.] | For SALE BY M. ULLMANN, S.E. CORNER OF SANSOME AND WASHINGTON

STREETS SAN FRANCIScO. [Baird 4]

ASSASSINATION, p. 1l: King being shot down in the street.
Building behind has signs for Paciric ExpPrREss CoMpaNY and GOLD
DusT BOUGHT. SURRENDER, p. l: Casey and Cora surrendering to
the Vigilance Committee. ExEcuTIiON, p. 4: two men hanging
from the front of “Fort Gunnybags,” surrounded by armed
citizens; various signs on buildings (J. P. Newron & Co.;
MILLS & VANTINE; BROWN & CROWELL; WHITING & Co). Four portraits
below. (Issued before June 4, 1856.) See also Baird 70
(separate publication of one illustration here).

Wood eng. P. 1: upper: 2-3/4 x 5-1/2; lower: 3-5/8 x 7-1/8;
p. 4: upper: 3-7/8 x 7-1/8; portraits: 2-3/8 x 1-3/4 each,
on two single sheets measuring 10-5/8 x 8-1/4 each, blue
laid (Baird does not note this paper variant). A made-up
copy; the two leaves together form a complete letter sheet.
Pp. 1-2, very fine; pp. 3-4, fine+, demounted (some remains
of old paper backing).

This and the following Vigilance Committee and hanging
letter sheets are important documentation of the initial
lack of and later corrupt law in the early west. Hart, pp.
464-65: “Vigilance Committees arose in California during
the gold rush to act speedily on crimes. [The second]
Vigilance Committee came into being in San Francisco in
1856, following the murder of Gen. William H. Richardson by
Charles Cora and of James King of William by James
Casey.... On May 18, 2,500 armed vigilantes seized Cora and
Casey from the unresisting sheriffs, took them from jail,
tried them hastily, and publicly hanged them four days
later. Following a fight in which the vigilantes seized
arms from the state militia, the Committee held a parade of
6,000 followers and then disbanded [on August 21].” The
illustrations were used in Pictorial Town Talk (see item
406 herein).

Copies of this image located by Baird: 2 institutional; 1
private (Clifford copy); p. 1 only: 1 institutional, 1
private; p. 4 only: 1 private. Provenance: John Howell—
Books (p. 1); Kenneth M. Johnson (p. 4).

($400-500)
$460.00
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6. Assassination of James King of Wm. By JaMEs P. CaASEY. San
Francisco, May 14th, 1856. | Pub. by Britton & Rey. [Baird
5]

Four illustrations. Down, left to right: AssassiNATION, FUNERAL
oF J° KING, SURRENDER OF THE JAIL, EXECUTION. An account of the
shooting and execution is printed center. (Issued before
June 4, 1856.)

Lith. Four: 4-3/4 x 6-5/8 each, printed across a double
sheet measuring 10-7/8 x 16-3/4 overall, green wove. Fine+.
Slight splitting at ends of centerfold, inconsequential
chipping and short tears to blank margins.

Hart, pp. 72 & 223: “[James King of William] began to
publish a newspaper, the Bulletin (1855), in which he
excoriated politicians, lawyers, and judges as well as
institutions whose actions he found responsible for local
corruption. His vigorous muckraking led him to call a
county supervisor, James P. Casey, crooked and to reveal
that Casey was an ex-convict. When the infuriated Casey
could not get a retraction, he openly shot down King of
William on the street. King of William, who had been on the
executive committee of the first Vigilance Committee
(1851), was by death responsible for bringing a second such
committee into being. It tried Casey and executed him at
the very hour King of William was being buried.” Peters,
California on Stone, pp. 79-80.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 10 institutional; 2
private (including Clifford copy). An additional copy of
the 1.1. image only (apparently a trial proof) is at the
California Historical Society. Provenance: William J.
Haber, Jr.

($300-500)
$863.00
7. A BACHELOR IN A TIGHT PLACE. | Published by Hutchings &

Rosenfield, 146 Montgomery Street, San Francisco. [Baird 6]

A man precariously balanced on top of a tree, surrounded by
women who pull at him or scan the horizon with field
glasses (presumably for husbands). At back and to right,
married men pushing wagons and carrying staffs. Below the
illustration, a ballad—MATRIMONIAL Joys.—which stresses the
blessings of married life, and tells how the single man
ends a drunkard.
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Wood eng. 4-3/4 x 7, on a single sheet measuring 9-1/2 x 7-
1/8, white wove, ruled paper. Very fine. One small tear to
text (no losses), verso of left margin slightly abraded.
Reproduced in Baird.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 4 institutional.
Provenance: Kenneth Bechtel.

($200-300)
$230.00

8. Bar Room in The Mines [upper] | Long Tom. [lower] | Lith
& Published by Britton & Rey S. F° [Baird 7]

Two illustrations. Upper: interior of a bar; two men play
cards at a table, a third looks on; bartender serves two
others; primitive furnishings—bottles and barrels on
shelves, a blanket and pan on the floor. Lower: view of
mining works in wooded hilly region; four men with pick and
shovels, one with pan; the tom; cabin in distance.

Lith. Two: 4-3/4 x 7-5/8 each, on a single sheet measuring
10-7/16 x 8-7/16, gray wove. Fine. Lower left corner of
image lightly stained.

The art work appears to be by J. D. Borthwick, a Scottish
artist who joined the Gold Rush but abandoned mining when
he found that he could make more money sketching miners and
mining life. Images on at least three letter sheets (Baird
26, 81, & 86) are almost the same as the lithographs in
Borthwick’s book, Three Years in California (1857). Hart,
p. 48. Peters, California on Stone, p. 66; also America on
Stone, facsimile following p. 36. Reproduced in Baird. (See
also item 341 in this catalogue.)

Copies of this image located by Baird: 7 institutional; 5
private (including 2 Clifford copies). Provenance: Edward
Eberstadt & Sons.

($300-400)
$489.00

9. . Another issue of preceding [Baird 7], from the
Britton & Rey numbered series. Double sheet measuring 10-
9/16 x 8-3/8, white wove, faintly ruled paper, 10 (u.r.).
Very fine. Several sheets in the Britton & Rey numbered
series exhibit stylistic similarities to the work of
Borthwick.
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Provenance: Kenneth M. Johnson.
($350-450)
$546.00

10. BAVARIA BREWERY, By JacoB GUNDLACH, Vallejo St. between
Dupont & Stockton Streets, San Francisco, CAL. | Drawn by
Kuchel & Dresel, 176 Clay S* S.F | Print. by Britton & Rey
[Baird 8]

Three and one-half story house-like building (balcony with
plants at second level), on the street; behind, two-story
building (windmill on roof): BREwWERY; people and a horse-
drawn wagon on the street.

Lith. 3-5/8 x 5-5/8, on a single sheet measuring 9-3/4 x 7-
13/16, blue wove, ruled paper. Fine+. Moderately creased.

Printed perhaps as a commercial letter sheet, this is a
good example of how letter sheets can document fugitive
local history. The firm of Kuchel & Dresel published
several letter sheets and were outstanding viewmakers.
Dresel came to Texas in the 1840s with the original group
of German colonists. Peters, California on Stone, pp. 141-
51. Reps, Views and Viewmakers of Urban America, pp. 187-
88.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 1 institutional; 1
private (Clifford copy). Provenance: Kenneth M. Johnson.

($400-600)
$978.00
11. BIG BAR — MIDDLE FORK. | Drawn & pub. by Edwin Glover.

| Lith. by Justh, Quirot & C° Calif®* corn. Montg’ S* S-
Francisco. [Baird 11]

Deep river valley with towering, sparsely wooded hills; a
small settlement; various mining operations in the river
and on its banks.

Lith. 9-1/2 x 12-15/16, across a double sheet measuring 10-
3/4 x 16-5/8 overall, white wove. Good+. Silked, neatly
restored (several small holes filled, a few affecting
image, small tears repaired, and strengthened at old
folds), minor staining and browning. Unused except for a
short contemporary inscription: “To Miss Florine Dudley
from her Uncle F. Dudley.”
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A large, beautiful, and rare view. “The Middle Fork of the
American River was considered to be the richest mining
region in California. At least 10,000 men worked on the
fork during the late summer and autumn of 1849. This
lithograph is one of the earliest of California mining
operations we have seen” (Grabhorn, California Gold Rush
Miscellany, p. vi, illustrated facing p. 14). We do not
know the exact location of this view, since Big Bar was a
name given to more than one mining site. Gudde (p. 207)
notes that Mokelumne Hill was first called Big Bar. Coburn
(Letters of Gold, p. 348) states that a post office was
established at Big Bar on October 7, 1851. In one of his
keepsakes on letter sheets, Henry identified this sheet as
“American River, above Sacramento.” On his map of the
Mother Lode Country, Henry located a Big Bar on the
Mokelumne River. Peters, California on Stone, p. 133. First
and only view of Big Bar listed by Reps (Views and
Viewmakers of Urban America 66).

Copies of this image located by Baird: 1 institutional
(damaged). Provenance: John Howell—Books.

($750-1,000)
$1,093.00

12. BIRD'S EYE VIEW OF SAN FRANCISCO Drawn from Meream's
Model & Nature July 1852. | J. Britton del. | Lith. & Pub.
by Cooke & LeCount, Book and Stationers Warehouse,
Montgomery St. between Clay & Commerciale. [sic] |
Entered...1852, by Cooke & Le Count.... [Baird 12]

View to west (over unfinished Market Street) embracing all
the town, from wharves and ship-filled harbor, foreground,
to Golden Gate (right rear), background.

Lith. 9-3/4 x 17, printed across a double sheet measuring
11-1/4 x 18-11/16 overall, blue wove. Fine. Mounted on
Japanese tissue, a few light stains.

This large, attractive view and the following are among the
earliest bird’'s-eye views of San Francisco. Peters,
California on Stone, pp. 99-103, 157. Reps, Views and
Viewmakers of Urban America 266. William B. Cooke and
Josiah J. Le Count were one of the Gold Rush firms actively
engaged in publishing and selling letter sheets and city
views. Their earliest prints are dated at San Francisco in
1850.
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Copies of this image located by Baird: 3 institutional; 1
private (Clifford copy). Provenance: William J. Haber, Jr.
($1,000-1,500)

$2,530.00
13. Birds Eye View of San Francisco. | Litho® & published
by BritToN & REY, S.F. | Entered...185? [not easily

discernible] by Britton & Rey...California. [Baird 13]

Twenty numbered references at bottom of sheet keyed to
numbers in the view: 1. Point Lobos to 10. South Park
(1.1.); 11. Laguna to 20. Farallone Islds. (Pacific Ocean)
(l.r.). Above view, identification of: San Bruno Mountains.
GOLDEN GATE. Marin County. Below: Rincon Point. Saucelito.
(Marin County.). Although both look west over the city,
this is not the view in Baird 12 with same general title.

Lith. 8-1/2 x 16, printed across a double sheet measuring
11-1/4 x 18-3/8 overall, blue wove. Very good. Large void at
upper margin filled (loss of “San Bruno Mountains”
identification and about 1/4 inch of line border), a few
small tears repaired, lightly creased, small ink stamp of
the California Historical Society on blank verso. Unused
except for short contemporary manuscript notation in red
ink, adding “Gas Works” to view. On verso, contemporary ink
notation: “Show this to the old Californians—it will
interest them.”

A later view of San Francisco than the preceding, from a
higher perspective, with more of the harbor filled in, and
more city streets. Peters, California on Stone, p. 66
(gives date of 1856).

Copies of this image located by Baird: 3 institutional; 1
private (Clifford copy). Provenance: Elizabeth Lyman
Potter.

($800-1,200)
$1,035.00

14. BOYD'S LETTER SHEET | Published by T. C. Boyp, corner
Montgomery & Pine Sts., San Francisco. | Price, 15 cts. a
copy. [Baird 14]

Heading has clasped hands in center above vignette of San
Francisco and harbor. Below, centered on the paper, six
small vignettes of an earthquake’s effect: man peeling
potatoes, ruined buildings around, etc. Text of: The
Election, The Earthquake, etc.
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Wood eng. Heading: 1-3/8 x 7; illustration: 3-13/16 x 3-1/8
overall, on a single sheet measuring 9-7/8 x 7-3/4, white
laid, ruled paper. Very fine.

Reports and illustrations of the devastating earthquake:
“Brick buildings are at a discount, while wooden buildings
command a premium. Men prefer to be smothered beneath the
debris of the latter, to being hit on the head by a brick
of the former, as were some of our citizens on the last
occasion.” According to Hamilton, engraver Thomas C. Boyd
worked in San Francisco between 1856 and 1860 (FEarly
American Book Illustrators and Wood Engravers 11, p. 52).
Reproduced in Baird.

Copies located by Baird: 1 private (Clifford copy).
Provenance: William J. Haber, Jr.

($300-500)
bought in

15. BUMMER and LAZARUS | E. Juwp [on stone, l.r.] |
Entered...1865, by Edward Jump.... [Baird 15]

Dead Bummer lies on white draped platform, a candle at each
corner; rats and mice play at its base. In a dream, Lazarus
is seen at a celestial feast. Below illustration, legend:
THE DAMON AND PYTHIAS OF SAN FRANCISCO. THEIR LIVES AND THEIR DEATHS.
THEIR SEPARATION AND THEIR FINAL REUNION IN THE DOG STAR—THE PLACE WHERE
Goop DoGgs Go. AN ELEGIAC, SATIRICAL PoeEM By TREM. The poem begins
here, and ends on last page.

Lith. 5-1/2 x 7, on a double sheet measuring approximately
11 x 8-7/8, white wove. Poor copy. Mounted on acidic, old,
thick paper, worn and chipped (a few minor losses to image
and section of poem text measuring approx. 2 x 1/8 inches),
browned and stained. Needs restoration. Only two copies
known.

These famous San Francisco canine citizens captured the
imagination of early San Franciscans and were immortalized
in this rare lithograph by Edward Jump, French-born
caricaturist who got his start in San Francisco making
labels for whiskey bottles. Hamilton, Early American Book
Illustrators and Wood Engravers I, p. 163. Hart, p. 216.
Peters, California on Stone, pp. 131-32. Included with this
rare letter sheet is a copy of Ann Bancroft'’s Memorable
Lives of Bummer and Lazarus (Citizens of San Francisco)
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185?7-1865, published in a limited edition of 500 copies by
the Ward Ritchie Press in 1939.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 1 institutional.
Provenance: John Howell—Books.

($300-500)
$345.00
16. CALIFORNIA MINING ILLUSTRATED. | BARBER & BAKER,
Publishers, Cor J. & 3d sts., Sacramento. |
Entered....1855, by Barber & Baker.... [Baird 19]

At left, Dry Digeings., on a hill; at right, WET DIGGINGS., On a
river; both with many particular numbered or lettered
references from text, center, describing mining operations.
Lower center, a smaller vignette: QuarTz MiLL. run with water
power, although text says many use steam. (Issued before
November 24 [1855?].)

Wood eng. At either side: 9-1/8 x 2-1/8; at bottom center:
2-1/8 x 3-1/2, on a double sheet measuring 10-3/4 x 8-1/8,
white wove. Very good. Silked, neatly restored (some tears
repaired and one void filled, affecting about 1/2 inch of
right border and barely touching edge of image). Autograph
letter signed, from miner S. B. Blakeslee, dated at
Clinton, California, December 28, 1856, to his mother in
Connecticut (1 p.). Blakeslee comments that, due to four
feet of snow, mining operations have ceased for the past
two weeks. However, prospects look great for the spring.
He asks if she has heard anything of C. W. Wooster, who
left the diggings owing money. Apparently, Blakeslee left
his son in the care of his parents while in California.

I should like to have you write me as soon as you receiv
this and let me know if C. W. Wooster has got home. I
should like verry much to know as he lef here rather
strangely and forgot to pay all of his Bills. I found him
some money to Acomodate him for a few weeks and the next I
heard of him he had left and said he was going to the
States but I think he wil not get far if he can get plenty
of whiskey. The reason of my wishing to find out where he
is so that I may get a judgement against him and if he is
ever worth anything I can get it.

This is one of the best letter sheets for illustrating and
explaining mining technology. The text of this letter sheet
appears in contemporary manuscript on the Clifford copy of
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Baird 204, and the images here duplicate three of the
images on Baird 204. Egenhoff, The Flephant as They Saw It,
pp. 80-81 (illustrated as figure 17).

Copies of this image located by Baird: 4 institutional.
Provenance: Edward Eberstadt & Sons.

($750-1,000)
$978.00

17. . Another copy of preceding [Baird 19], unused.
Single sheet measuring 10-11/16 x 8-11/16, white wove. Fine.
Lightly soiled and creased.

Provenance: Kenneth Bechtel.
($300-500)
$460.00

18. CALIFORNIA SCENES, DRAWN FROM LIFE AND ENGRAVED EXPRESSLY FOR
THE “PACIFIC.” [general title] | CALIFORNIA VAQUEROS, RETURNED FROM
THE CHASE. [illustration title] | H. Eastvan DEL. [in block,
1.1.] | AnTHONY & BaKER Sc. [in block, 1.1.] | Entered...1854,
by J. W. Douglass.... [Baird 20].

Vaqueros, mounted or standing, in front of a grass
dwelling, right, with women in doorway; one man sits on his
saddle on the ground, another twirls lasso. (Issued before
May 3, 1856.)

Wood eng. 5-3/4 x 6-1/2,on a single sheet measuring 10-1/2 x
8-1/4, gray wove. Very good+. Silked, neatly restored

(large void at upper left blank margin filled, a few tears
repaired).

Illustrates native Californios and vaquero life at a time
when that lifestyle was disappearing. Engraver Harrison
Eastman worked for San Francisco lithographers up till
1858, after which he founded his own firm. For interesting
details on Harrison'’s personal life, see Levy, They Saw the
Elephant, Women in the California Gold Rush, pp. 114-25.
Hamilton, Farly American Book Illustrators and Wood
Engravers, I, p. 121 & II, pp. 77-78. Peters, California on
Stone, p. 115.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 1 institutional.
Provenance: John Howell—Books.

($400-600)
$1,035.00
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19. THE CALIFORNIA WATER CARRIER. | Boyp S F [in block,
1.1.] | Published by T. C. Boyp, Woop ENGRAVER, (Iron
Building,) corner Washington and Montgomery sts., San
FranNcIsco. [Baird 21]

Man carrying two buckets of water from a water barrel on a
horse-drawn cart; houses and dogs in background.

Wood eng. 3-5/8 x 5, on a single sheet measuring 9-15/16 x
8, white laid, Noisy Carrier ink stamp at u.r. Very fine.
Slightly soiled and creased, small ink stamp of the
California Historical Society on blank verso. Reproduced in
Baird.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 3 institutional; 1
private (Clifford copy). Provenance: Elizabeth Lyman
Potter.

($300-450)
$345.00

20. Capt. Sutter’s account of the first discovery of the
Gold. | PORTAIT [Sic] oF MY MaRSHAL [sSic], TAKEN FROM NATURE AT THE
TiME WHEN HE MADE THE DISCOVERY OF GOLD IN CALIFORNIA | VIEW OF SUTTER'S
MIiLL OR PLACE WHERE THE FIRST GorD Has BEEN Discoverep | Lith. & Pub.
by Britton & Rey San Francisco, Cal. | Entered...1854....
[Baird 22]

Text of Capt. Sutter’s account, left; Marshall’s portrait,
in profile, right, above a view of Coloma with Sutter’s
Mill. (Issued before June—, 1854.)

Lith. 9-7/8 x 7-5/8 overall, including text, on a single
sheet measuring 10-11/16 x 8-7/16, blue or gray wove. Very
good. A few neat repairs (old folds reinforced with
Japanese tissue), some staining from old tape at folds.

A key Gold Rush letter sheet illustrating the initial
discovery of gold. Hart, p. 52: “The firm of [Britton &
Rey] in San Francisco (1852-92), the oldest west of the
Rocky Mts., also engaged in printing, engraving, and
decoration on tin. The senior partner, Joseph Britton
(1820-1901), was a Yorkshireman who went to California in
1849. His brother-in-law, Jacques Joseph Rey (1820-92), an
Alsatian, joined him in other businesses, including some
financing of the dirigible of Frederick Marriott. Britton
was also active as a Supervisor in San Francisco on the



Dorothy Sloan Books — Auction 2/3
(Cal. Lettersheets) (10/94)

People’s Party ticket and as a financier of Hallidie’'s
first cable car line.” See Peters’ long article (California
on Stone, pp. 62-89 & Plate 1) in which he refers to
Britton & Rey as “the Currier & Ives of the West.”

Copies of this image located by Baird: 9 institutional; 2

private (including 1 Clifford copy). Provenance: Ron Lerch.
($350-500)

$633.00

21. . Another issue of preceding [Baird 22], from the
Britton & Rey numbered series. Double sheet measuring 10-
5/8 x 8-1/4, white wove, ruled paper, 13 (u.r.). Very fine.
A few fox marks, four small tape stains on p. 4.

Provenance: John Howell—Books.
($400-600)
$920.00

22. THE CELEBRATION IN SAN FRANCISCO, IN COMMEMORATION OF
THE SUCCESSFUL LAYING OF THE ATLANTIC TELEGRAPH CABLE, MONDAY
SEPTEMBER 27th, 1858. | Sterett & Butler, Printers, Engravers
and Publishers, 145 Clay street, San Francisco. [Baird 23]

Various-sized vignettes at left (top), middle, and right
(bottom) depict various sections of the parade; between
them, a printed description of the celebration (which
continues on another page). Around the border, seals of the
(then thirty) states; under each is noted population and
number of electoral votes. (Issued before September 21,
1858.)

Wood eng. 15-7/8 x 10-1/4 overall, printed across a double
sheet measuring 17-1/16 x 10-7/8 overall, blue wove. Very
fine. Neat repairs to three small splits at old folds.

A milestone in the history of California communications is
recorded in the lively illustrations, including a vignette
of Rube Aldrich arriving from St. Jo, Missouri, in an ox-
drawn covered wagon labeled, “Give us a Pacific Railroad —
Don’'t wait for the wagon.”

Copies of this image located by Baird: 10 institutional; 5
private (including 2 Clifford copies). Provenance: John
Howell—Books.

($250-450)
$288.00
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23. . Variant of preceding [Baird 23], on gray wove.
Double sheet measuring 16-11/16 x 10-3/4 overall. Very fine.

Provenance: William Burger.
($250-450)
$288.00

24. “CELEBRATION OF WASHINGTON’S Birth Day” San Francisco
Feb’ 23% 1852 | Lith. & Pub. by Pollard & Britton. [Baird
25]

Lower side of Portsmouth Square with a multitude of people,
standing and on horseback, surrounding the Plaza. Cannon
being fired at lower left. Background (east) has row of
buildings: only four story EL Dorapo and one story UNION
identified; these flank the City Hall which has a flag
flying from its cupola.

Lith. 6-5/8 x 9-3/4, on a double sheet measuring 8-1/16 x
10-9/16, blue or gray wove. Noisy Carrier ink stamp at 1.1.
Very fine. Several small stains.

Peters, California on Stone, p. 179 & Plate 88: “From the
very interesting early alignment of Pollard and Britton.”
Reproduced in Baird.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 5 institutional (one
with Pub. by Cooke & Le Count omitted and NC). Provenance:
Edward Eberstadt & Sons.

($300-400)
$690.00
25. Celestial Empire in California. | Miners [upper] |
GavBLERS [lower] | Lith. & Published by BriTToN & REY. Corn®

MontY' & Cal. S*' San Francisco. [Baird 26]

Two illustrations. Upper: Chinese at their camp beside a
river, with tents and work going on, background; left, men
eating rice with chopsticks; left and right, men having
their hair cut and their queues plaited. Lower: many
Chinese gambling around a table, center right; other tables
in back.

Lith. Two: 4-3/4 x 7-7/16 each, on a double sheet measuring
10-11/16 x 8-3/8, blue or gray wove. Very fine. A few mild
stains.
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The upper image, “Miners,” is similar to a mirror image of
the lithograph, “Chinese Camp in the Mines,” in J. D.
Borthwick, Three Years in California (London, 1857). Also
reproduced in Jackson’s Gold Rush Album, p. 151: “Chinese
Camp was the scene of the labors of almost five thousand
industrious Celestials.” Peters, California on Stone, p. 69
& Plate 22.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 8 institutional; 1
private (Clifford copy). Provenance: Edward Eberstadt &
Sons.

($300-400)
$633.00

26. . Another issue of preceding [Baird 26], from the
Britton & Rey numbered series. Single sheet measuring 10-
5/8 x 8-1/4, white wove, 14 (u.r.). Fine. One-inch tear at
u.r. corner and other inconsequential marginal chipping, a
few marginal tears neatly mended.

Provenance: Edward Eberstadt & Sons.

($250-350)
$518.00
27. A CHINESE BATTLE IN CALIFORNIA. | ANTHONY & Baker Sc. [in
block, l.c.] | Published at the Wide West office, San

Francisco. [Baird 27]

Chinese battle of “Five Cent Gulch.” See also Baird 330
(includes this illustration).

Wood eng. 3-1/2 x 7, on a single sheet measuring 4-1/2 x 6-
5/17, white wove. Very good. Trimmed (loss of about 1/2
inch of image on side margins), slight rust stain at upper
left corner.

Chinese fleeing a series of famines in China gathered into
clannish fraternal organizations called “tongs.” These
sometimes developed into feuding factions, as in the summer
of 1854, when the normally peaceful denizens of
Weaverville’s Chinatown began ordering medieval weapons to
be made by local blacksmiths. On July 15 the two forces
marched to a large field and charged one another
repeatedly. The battle left eight dead and six wounded.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 1 institutional.
Provenance: John Howell—Books.

($400-600)
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$460.00
28. CHINESE BUDDHISTIC WORSHIP IN SAN FRANCISCO. | C. Nahl.
[in block, 1.1.] | Armstrong [in block, l.c.] | Published

by W. W. Kurtz & Co., Wide West Office, No. 162 Washington
Street, San Francisco. [Baird 28]

Ornate Chinese chapel with table holding urns and candles,
foreground; statue of Buddha, and Chinese worshipping,
background. Below, a printed account of the celebrations in
early April at the Sze Yap Asylum (headquarters for the
sick and poor of an association of 9,000 Chinese in
California, about one tenth in San Francisco), on Pine near
Kearny. A long description of a hall and the chapel
(above), etc., follows. (Issued before October 1, 1856.)

Wood eng. 6-7/8 x 7, on a double sheet measuring 10-7/8 x 8-
1/2, blue wove. Very good+. Silked, neatly repaired (minor
losses at old folds), slight discoloration. Earliest
recorded use. Autograph letter signed, from J. S. Emery,
dated at Shaws Flat, October 1, 1856, to his sister Matilda
(3 pp.), mentioning Indian troubles, a rare subject for
Gold Rush letters. Emery warns his sister not to expect to
hear from him for about three months because he is going to
the mountains to build a dam.

There is nothing Important going on at present. There was a
man Murdered last sunday at Springfield 1/2 a mile from
here - the Indians killed him with an axe. I went to see
him. It was the awfulist sight i ever seen. His head was
chopped all in pieces. Night before last 2 men were burned
to Death in their Cabin at Montezume 6 miles from here.
There is a great many Robberies committed about here hardly
a day passes but we hear of more or less. I suppose you
heard of the Vigilence Committe in San Francisco. They
drove off a great many Scoundrels and they are gone to the
mountains to Rob people as they will not work. the
Vigilence arested one or 2 of them greens from St John.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 2 institutional; 3
private (including 2 Clifford copies). Provenance: A. Jay
Hertz.

($600-800)
$1,093.00

29. . Another copy of preceding [Baird 28], unused.
Double sheet measuring 10-7/8 x 8-1/2, blue wove. Very good.
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Silked, upper outer corners chipped, affecting only about
1-1/2 inches of upper border.

Provenance: Unknown.

($300-400)
$690.00
30. CITY HALL, SAN-FRANCISCO CAL. | Lith. & Publ. by Quirot

& C° corner California & Montgomery S**° S-Francisco. [Baird
30]

View, looking over one corner of a fenced Portsmouth

Square, of the four story EL Dorapo, and one story UnioN which
flank City Hall (former Jenny Lind Theatre); carriages,
horsemen, pedestrians, etc. on surrounding streets; United
States flag flying from City Hall. See also Baird 122 (same
illustration).

Lith. 5-1/2 x 7-7/8, on a double sheet measuring 8-9/16 x
10-5/8, blue or gray wove, lightly ruled paper.
Exceptionally fine.

The most notorious gambling hall in San Francisco was
conveniently located next door to City Hall. Tom Maguire
built three Jenny Lind Theatres. The first two were
destroyed by fire, and the third, plagued by debts, was
sold to the city for use as a city hall. Peters, California
on Stone, p. 137: “Also issued by Quirot & Co. as ‘Jenny
Lind Theatre.’”

Copies of this image located by Baird: 3 institutional; 1
private. Provenance: Elizabeth Lyman Potter.

($400-600)
$748.00
31. CITY OF SAN FRANCISCO. | J. Crark [on plate, 1.1.]
[Baird 31]

High view, from west, of San Francisco—looking toward Yerba
Buena Island; harbor filled with ships, background. The
adobe Custom House in the Plaza, with United States flag
flying, is also visible. (Along with VIEw OoF SaAN FRANCISCO
February 1850, this is one of the earliest letter sheets—
issued before February 9, 1850, and possibly late 1849.)

Metal eng. 3 x 7, on a double sheet measuring 10-1/16 x 7-
15/16, white wove. Very fine. Unused, except for a
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contemporary ink notation: “P.0O. in 1849” and an “x"
indicating location of the Post Office.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 5 institutional; 1
private (Clifford copy). Provenance: Kenneth Bechtel.

($300-400)
$345.00
32. COINING MONEY AT THE SAN FRANCISCO BRANCH MINT. | A.

NaHL, BuTrLER, EasTMaN, HERRICK Sc [in various blocks] |
Excelsior Print, Clay St. [Baird 34]

Seven vignettes (one a view of the Branch Mint, others
showing various stages in the coining of money), entitled:
MAKING THE GRANULATIONS.; FRONT VIEW OF THE SAN FRANCISCO BRANCH MINT. ;
CLEANING THE PLANCHETS.; RUNNING THE GOLD INTO INGOTS.; ROLLING AND
CuTTING ROOM.; ADJUST[I]NG ROOM.; STAMPING INTO COIN.

Wood eng. 10-3/8 x 8-7/16 overall, on a single sheet
measuring 10-7/8 x 9-3/8, blue laid. Very good. Trimmed
(loss of upper and lower line border and lower half of
imprint “Excelsior Print, Clay St.”), small ink stamp at
u.r. corner: “T. W. Norris Collection Bancroft Library.”

The San Francisco Branch Mint opened April 3, 1854, and
during its first year produced $4,000,000 in gold coins.
The figure rose to nearly $24,000,000 by 1856. Astute
miners carried their sacks of gold dust to the Mint, where
they received $16 an ounce instead of the wildly
fluctuating open-market prices. The gold dust was melted
and refined, and finally coins were stamped into legal
tender, as shown on the letter sheet.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 4 institutional.
Provenance: Elizabeth Lyman Potter.

($600-800)
$690.00

33. [Collier Cup, inscribed:] A Testimonial of the high
Regard ENTERTAINED FOR CoL. JAMES COLLIER. Collector of Upper
California by the Orricers of CustoMs of the Port of San
Francisco Jan. 15th 1851 [and below:] Manufactured by Jacks
& Brothers, San Francisco from California gold; weight 30
oz. cost $1500. | Published by B. F. Burier and sold by J. F.
ATwirL & Co. Post office building, Clay St. [Baird 36]

Cup has a band of raised grapes and leaves; decorative
rims. (Issued before February 28, 1851.) Baird does not
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locate this issue, which does not have lith. of Collier
plate on p. 3; also, “B. F. Butler’s Lith. San Francisco”
not present on p. 1 at 1l.1. of stone as indicated by Baird.

Lith. 8-1/2 x 4, on a double sheet measuring 10-1/2 x 8-1/2,
white wove, black ink. Very good+. Silked, neatly restored
(tear repaired and void at left margin of integral blank
filled, affecting just a few letters of A.L.s.). Earliest
recorded use. Autograph letter signed, from Moreau Forrest,
dated at San Francisco, February 14, 1851, to his son Nat
in Maryland (1 p.). The letter, Forrest says, is meant as a
Valentine. He continues:

This place only containing 12 mo ago 13 houses now has
75,000 inhabitants - it is magical - people, of every clime
and condition, form the population - here you will see the
Chinese - there the Hindoo - turk - Indian and Mexican -
French, dutch, English, swiss and South Americans - There
are nearly 60,000 persons at the mines - some are fortunate
- about the 1 in 100 - the rest live from hand to mouth but
are in expectancy of a good haul.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 3 institutional (all
3 with Collier plate image on p. 3). Provenance: Edward
Eberstadt & Sons.

($450-650)
$518.00
34. COL. E. D. BAKER. We mourn his loss. | [W]irriaM KeiTH [in

block, l.r.] [Baird 38]

Bust of Colonel Baker on upper part of sheet; poem by Fitz
Green Halleck printed below. (Baker died on October 22,
1861.)

Wood eng. 4-3/4 x 3-7/8, on a single sheet measuring 9-15/16
x 7-3/4, white laid. Very fine. Lightly abraded on verso of
left margin.

Hart, p. 25 (on Baker): “English-born political figure who
defeated Abraham Lincoln for Congress in 1844 and served in
the Mexican War before moving (1852) from Illinois to
California.... His best-known orations were one against the
vigilantes of 1856 in defense of his client Charles Cora,
accused of murdering Gen. William H. Richardson, and
another, his funeral elegy (1859) over Sen. David
Broderick.... A colonel leading a Union regiment, he was
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killed early in the Civil War.” Possibly early work of
noted artist William Keith, who came to California in 1859.
He was employed in Harrison Eastman’s engraving shop and
later worked with Durbin Van Vleck. Hamilton, Farly
American Book Illustrators and Wood Engravers I, p. 163 &
II, p. 107. Reproduced in Baird.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 2 institutional.
Provenance: John Howell—Books.

($200-400)
$230.00
35. COLUMBIA, CAL., 1855. | C. C. Kuceel DEL. [in main block,
1.1.] | W. C. Burrer SF [in main block, l.r., and on some
vignettes] | Published by Towre & LeaviTr. [Baird 39]

General view, center; hydraulic mining operation, left
foreground. Vignettes grouped around view (from top, left
to right): TowLE & LEAVITT BOOKS, STATIONERY & FANCY GoODS; PACIFIC
EXPRESS; M'CHESNEY'S Brock [with sign for] TooMmy & O'KEEFE SAN
FrRANCISCO STORE; NILES MILLS PRIVATE RESIDENCE; AMERICAN HoTeEL; D. O.
MizLs & C°'; BANKERS [with signs for:] PosT OFFICE, TUOLUMNE C°
WATER Co.; FERGUSONS BLOCK.

Wood eng. Main block: 4 x 6-13/16; with vignettes, 7-3/4 x
9-1/2 overall, on a single sheet measuring 8-3/16 x 10-5/8,
blue or gray wove. Fine. Mounted on heavy paper.

Reps, Cities of the American West, pp. 201-03
(illustrated): “A few miles north of Sonora lay Columbia,
where a rich strike was made by Thaddeus Hildreth in the
spring of 1850. As the news spread, miners flocked to the
area, and within a month the population reached 5,000....
By the end of 1852 Columbia had no fewer that 150 business
places, of which one-fifth were saloons.”

Copies of this image located by Baird: 1 institutional.
Provenance: John Howell—Books.

($500-750)
$748.00
36. COLUMBIA JANUARY, 1852. | G. H. Goddard del. | Pollard
& Britton’s Lith, Merchant Str. S.F. | Entered...1852, by
G. H. Goddard.... [Baird 41]

Town in forest setting, with hills beyond. People engaged
in various activities or taking their leisure on a
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hillside, foreground. Main street, right center. (Issued
before July 6, 1852.)

Lith. 9-1/2 x 14-15/16, printed across a double sheet
measuring 10-5/8 x 16-1/2 overall, gray wove. Very fine.

This exceptionally fine lithograph appears to be the
earliest view of Columbia. Jackson, Gold Rush Album, pp.
198-99: “In March, 1850, a group of Mexican miners forced
off their claims at Sonora by true-born citizens of the
United States, struck it rich at a site a few miles north
of their former location. Philanthropic Americans, who felt
that so much prosperity would be bad for the Mexicans,
persuaded them to leave, and began to work the diggings
themselves. First called ‘Hildreth’s Diggings,’ the place
was renamed for a short space ‘American Camp.’ At last it
became Columbia—Gem of the Southern Mines!” Peters,
California on Stone, p. 180 & Plate 89. Reproduced in Reps,
Cities of the American West, p. 203; Views and Viewmakers
of Urban America 76.

We owe the existence of some of the most important and
handsome letter sheet town views to English artist Goddard
(see Baird 257, 258, 259, and 260 herein). Reps, Views and
Viewmakers of Urban America, pp. 180-8l: “Goddard came to
California in the fall of 1850.... Born in England and
educated at Oxford, he worked in London as an architect and
civil engineer and exhibited paintings at the Royal Academy
in 1837 and 1850. He was also a town planner.... In the
goldfields Goddard had no luck as a miner and at first
could not find work as a surveyor. Early in January 1852 he
wrote his brother from the mining town of Columbia that he
and an Irish doctor had formed a partnerhsip in a ‘General
and Drug Store.’ Goddard sketched his new home of Columbia
as a thriving mining camp, as well as the nearby towns of
Sonora and Springfield, which also owed their existence to
rich gold strikes.... Goddard found viewmaking an
unprofitable enterprise. He complained to his brother, ‘My
views have done me little good. You are aware that in
publishing them the stone remained security to the
lithographers for the bill of expenses and as they are sold
very slowly, the latter seize the stone and published [sic]
a great lot of copies in letter sheets and selling them a
cheap price have made a good deal of money by it.’”

Goddard was one of the first artists or publishers to
register his prints for California copyright. See
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Greenwood, where several of his copyright registrations are
noted (p. 482, nos. 8 & 10, p. 484, no. 30). See also
Albert Shumate’s, The Life of George Henry Goddard
(Berkeley, 1969). Wheat has a long discussion of Goddard’s
rare and important 1857 map of California (Mapping the
Transmississippi West 921 & IV, pp. 59-63; Maps of the
California Gold Region 302). Peters, California on Stone,
p. 124.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 5 institutional.
Provenance: Kenneth Bechtel.
($1,000-1,500)

$1,380.00

37. COMMANDMENTS TO CALIFORNIA WIVES. | C. C. KuceeEL DEL [in
upper and lower blocks, 1.1.] | W. C. BurLer, S. F [in upper
and lower blocks, l.r.] | Entered...1855 by James M.
Hutchings.... | Address J. M. HurcHinGgs, San Francisco.
[Baird 42]

Under two vignettes at top of sheet, the subtitle:
COMMANDMENTS ARE GIVEN—TO MAKE—A Harpy HoME. At upper left, man
writes at a table, woman standing nearby urging him to
write. At upper right, man and wife seated in a dining room
with four children playing contentedly. Center of the
sheet, the commandments themselves; on either side a
mountain scene: at left, a man sits before a tent; at
right, wife and three children play, one child in trees.
Text is signed: ForTY-NINE. (Issued before July 6, 1855.)

Wood eng. 10-1/4 x 7-5/8 overall, on a double sheet
measuring 10-15/16 x 9, blue laid, ruled paper. Fine+.
Autograph letter signed, from P. S. Tappen, dated at
Knights Ferry, April 25, 1856, to Christina Van Allen (2
pp.). A poignant letter to a friend back home telling of
the hardships his family has suffered in California, while
at the same time remaining staunchly loyal to California
and his life there. His daughter has died of consumption,
and we learn from a postscript that his wife succumbed
before the letter could be mailed. Nevertheless, he states:

I write this to you on this Paper that you may know your
duty should you Ever be so fortunate as to be one of the
women there is in this Little Place. Seven women and they
all are from the eastern and New York state and I have
heard them all say that they would never go back there if
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they Could have the whole Country as here they Enjoy good
health all the time.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 6 institutional; 5
private (including 2 Clifford copies). Provenance: Edward
Eberstadt & Sons.

($650-850)
$748.00

38. . Another copy of preceding [Baird 42], also used.
Double sheet measuring 11 x 9, blue laid. Fine. Two old tape
repairs to tears on blank verso, a few tiny holes at old
folds. Autograph letter signed, from William G. Long, dated
at Jamestown, Tuolumne County, December 2, 1856, to his
cousin Mary E. Watts (2 pp.). A friendly, funny letter in
which Long describes living conditions in the mining
country:

I have quite a domestic circle around me a cat and a dog
hens and chickens and about forty Chineman for Neighbors. I
expect they will make a regalor shang heigh of me by and
bye poketempo.... I am a gowing to send you the first piece
of gold I find if it done not weigh over 10 pounds you will
have to wait until I find it.

Provenance: Kelleher Stamp Co.
($600-800)
$690.00

39. . Another issue of preceding [Baird 42], with
different publisher’s imprint (Baird does not locate this
issue on white wove and with “Address J. M. HUTCHINGS, San

Francisco”). C. C. KucheL DEL [in upper and lower blocks,
1.1.] | W. C. BurLer, S. F [in upper and lower blocks, l.r.]
| Entered...1855 by James M. Hutchings.... | Address J. M.

HurcHINGS, San Francisco. Single sheet measuring 11-13/16 x
9, ruled paper. Very fine.

Provenance: Edward Eberstadt & Sons.

($200-400)
$374.00
40. [Baird 44]1. A CORRECT VIEW OF THE MAMMOTH TREE GROVE,
By D. A. Plecker. | Fishbourne’s Lithog. Ohio St. San
Francisco. | Entered...1855, by D. A. PLECKER.... [Baird 44]

Center, a giant Sequoia, with lesser trees in background
(text printed at either side, top, describes Mammoth Tree
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Grove of Calaveras County); lower left, a large redwood
stump with several persons standing on it, etc. (Closely
related to Hutchings’ issue, Baird 106.)

Lith. 8-1/2 x 6-3/4, on a double sheet measuring 7-15/16 x
10, white wove. Fine. Silked, neatly restored (centerfold

reinforced on recto with silk, chipped outer blank corners
filled).

One of the few letter sheets relating to Yosemite. Currey &
Kruska 277: “Lithographic view after a daguerreotype
depicting the ‘Mother of the Forest’ with the bark removed

to a height of 116 feet.” Hart, p. 62: “[Calaveras] county
is also the site of the Calaveras Grove of Big Trees, the
first-discovered Sequoias (1854).” Peters, California on

Stone, p. 121. Reproduced in Baird.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 4 institutional.
Provenance: Edward Eberstadt & Sons.

($350-550)
$460.00
41. CROSSING THE PLAINS. | Views drawn from Nature in 1853,
by George H. Baker. | Published by Barber & Baker,
Sacramento. | Copyright secured. [Baird 47]

Thirteen vignettes. Across top: EMIGRANT TRAIN PASSING WIND RIVER
MouNTAINS.; center, down: INDIANS CHASING BUFFALOES, SCOTT’S
BLUFFS., FIRST NIGHT ON THE PLAINS., SCENE ON THE DESERT.; across
bottom: DRIVING STOCK ACROSS THE PLAINS.; down left side: Sioux
INDIANS., COURT HOUSE Rock., CHIMNEY Rock., LARAMIE PEAK.; down
right side: CALIFORNIA INDIANS., MouTH oF AsH Hornow., DEVIL’S
GATE., CASTLE Rock. See also Baird 109 (related—top right
vignette changed, borders different).

Wood eng. 10-1/8 x 7-15/16 overall, on a double sheet
measuring 11-1/16 x 8-11/16, blue wove, faintly ruled paper.
Fine. Creased, lightly browned, and with a few tiny holes
at old folds, a few slight stains. Farliest recorded use.
Autograph letter signed, from John Meister, dated at
Woodville Bar and Goodyear Bar, April 6, 1855, to his
brother and sister, Arnold and Luise, in Germany. (2 pp. in
German). Meister remarks that their letter had been delayed
a month at Sutter’s Fort. He mourns the news of the recent
death of their mother. He urges his brother to take up a
trade in which he works with his hands and says that the
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most lucrative trades in California are tanner, baker,
cook, cobbler, and mechanic.

Mining can hardly be done without capital because the best
diggings require water delivered through miles-long canals.
The work for that is arduously difficult and very unsafe.
It is well for the lucky, but lack of luck is more common.
Only a Californian can know the fatigue. This winter has
been very hard for California, since there was no snow up
in the mountains. Most of the diggings, therefore, have no
water, and many of the miners will only be able to make
their board next summer.

The Gold Region is the healthiest climate in the world -
Air as pure as Switzerland, summers with clear skies and
the warmth of Italy. Only in February to April are there
tumultuous rains which are followed by the most beautiful
springs. I have just found a new place with which I think I
can do something. Last week I made $30, but I think that it
is possible to do much better, so I have a much better
outlook for the summer.... For now I can do nothing because
the rains and the rivers have overflown my diggings....
Herewith I send dear Luise a gold specimen which I found
several weeks ago.

One of the few contemporary illustrations of the overland
trip.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 3 institutional.
Provenance: Ken Harrison.

($750-1,000)
$978.00

42. DAME PARTINGTON IN CALIFORNIA. | W. W. KurTz & Co., Wide
West Office, 162 Washington Street, San Francisco. [Baird
48]

This satire on the opponents of the 1856 Vigilance
Committee illustrates a legend by Sydney Smith (printed on
lower part of sheet) which tells of Mrs. Partington, who
attempted to turn back the Atlantic, in a terrible storm,
with her broom. Here Law and ORDER (a man—Broderick?—in
housewife’s garb) try to sweep back the flood waters of
“VIGILANCE” and “REerForM” with the broom of Procramarion. Jester,
on a barrel marked: Heraip, blows a trumpet; female figure
with sun as face holds musket while standing on a stool.
Text concludes: You WiLrL BEAT MRS. PARTINGTON.
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Wood eng. 4-5/8 x 7-1/4, on a single sheet measuring 10-1/2
x 7-7/8, blue wove, ruled paper. Fine. Small ink stamp of
California Historical Society and remains of old mounts on
blank verso. Reproduced in Baird.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 3 institutional.
Provenance: Kenneth M. Johnson.

($250-350)
bought in

43. DAY & NIGHT OF A MINER'’S LIFE | Lith. & Pub. by Britton
& Rey, San Francisco. [Baird 49]

Four vignettes. On !!! CaLiForNIA printed center. At top, a
row of men marching through a forest to the mines, with
mules (one going over a log) in left background. Center
left, miners plodding up a hill, having difficulty with the
mule (whose tail is being tweaked). Center right, one man
lowers another into a vertical shaft with a windlass; man,
with pick, stands left, another right. At bottom, men
around a campfire at night in the forest—some sitting, some
sleeping, one drinking, one eating.

Lith. 9-13/16 x 7-1/8 overall, on a double sheet measuring
10-11/16 x 8-7/8, blue or gray wove. Very fine. Peters,
California on Stone, p. 69. Reproduced in Baird.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 4 institutional; 3
private (including 2 Clifford copies). Provenance: William
J. Haber, Jr.

($300-500)
$460.00

44. . Another issue of preceding [Baird 49], from the
Britton & Rey numbered series. Double sheet measuring 10-
5/8 x 8-3/16, white wove, lightly ruled paper, 24 (u.r.).
Exceptionally fine.

Provenance: Elizabeth Lyman Potter.

($350-550)
$920.00
45. DEPARTURE FOR EL DORADO. | Lith. by [blank space]

Quirot, Jackson St. S.F. [Baird 51]

A complex group of vignettes; various satires on California
life, with particular reference to the mines. Center, a
grinning tout urges people to depart for the mines; below,
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in a thorny decorative frame, four shivering men: A Company
of prospecting miners. Top center, a man under a huge
burden of luggage, with pots, etc. hanging from sticks. At
upper left, scrawny man at a table: CORRESPONDING AGENT, with
sums below to indicate his profitless business venture;
below, an equally scrawny woman entertains; below this, a
dour mine official. At upper right, the high costs of
dining at DeLMONICO (customer and waiter arguing prices);
below, a pair of boots, below this, a man dosing himself;
below this, two Gamblers. (Probably Justh, Quirot & Co.
originally; no copies known.)

Lith. 10-1/4 x 8 overall, on a double sheet measuring 10-3/4
x 8-5/8, blue or gray wove. Exceptionally fine. Wickedly
humorous view of the dark side of the Gold Rush experience.
Peters, California on Stone, p. 137; Plate 92.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 3 institutional (all
with Jackson St. omitted); 1 private (Clifford copy).
Provenance: Kenneth Bechtel.

($450-650)
$546.00
46. DISASTERS OF 60 DAYS. | LitdH. & Pus™ BY BRITTON & REy. C%

CALIFORNIA & MONTGOMERY S®', SaN FRrRancIisco [Baird 53]

Four illustrations and two smaller vignettes. Left to

right, down: WRECK OF STEAMSHIP TENESSEE [Sic] INDIAN COVE, MARCH
6™ 1853.; WRECK & BURNING OF THE STEAMER INDEPENDENCE, ISLAND
MarGARITA, FEB™ 16™ ' 1853. 150 LIves LosT.; EXPLOSION R. K. PAGE
NIcoLAUS, FEATHER RIVER MarcH 21°"" 1853. (smaller vignette,
center); [CoLLAPSE O]F FLUE ON BoARD JENNY LIND OFF SAN FRANCISQUITO,
AprIL 11™' 1853. 50 LIveEs LoST; WRECK OF PROPELLOR [SIc] STEAMSHIP,
S. S. Lewis, DuxBury REer ApriL 9™ 1853. Vignette of California
and her bear, in black wreath, at upper center.

Lith. 7-5/8 x 10-1/4 overall, on a single sheet measuring 8-
7/16 x 10-7/16, gray wove. Very good. Silked, several small
chips and voids filled (two affecting a bit of illustration
at lower left, about 1/2 inch of line border, and two words
of illustration title).

One of the recurring themes of the letter sheets was
disasters. See Bancroft regarding ocean and river disasters
of the Gold Rush era (VI, p. 135-36). Peters, California on
Stone, p. 69.
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Copies of this image located by Baird: 5 institutional; 1
private. Provenance: Edward Eberstadt & Sons.

($250-450)
$633.00
47. Dividing the Pile [upper] | Hard Road to travel.
[lower] | Lith & Pub. by Britton & Rey, Cor Mont & Comm' S**
[Baird 54]

Two illustrations. Upper: four men at a table in a cabin,
one stands at left and weighs gold dust over a gold pan; of
the three seated, one watches the weighing carefully, the
others smoke as they await the outcome. Lower: miner on a
mountain trail with packed mules; large tree, right, and
hills in left background.

Lith. Upper: 4-7/16 x 7-3/16; lower: 4-7/8 x 7-3/16, on a
single sheet measuring 10-11/18 x 8-7/8, blue or gray wove.
Fine. Silked, a few inconsequential holes at old folds.
Unused except for address: “Miss Hannah Middleton. L. P.
Kelley, Louisville KY.” Peters, California on Stone, p. 69.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 4 institutional; 2
private (including 1 Clifford copy). Provenance: Edward
Eberstadt & Sons.

($250-350)
$288.00

48. . Another issue of preceding [Baird 54], from the
Britton & Rey numbered series. Double sheet measuring 10-
5/8 x 8-1/4, white wove, ruled paper, 7 (u.r.).
Exceptionally fine.

Provenance: Irwin Vogel.

($300-400)
$345.00
49. DO THEY MISS ME AT HOME. | H. EastMaN S.F [in block,
l.r.] | Published by JaMes M. Hurchines, 201 Clay street,

Plaza, San Francisco. [Baird 55]

Woman at a piano, left; young woman on bench beside her,
two girls and a man behind them. An older (but not aged)
couple seated at right. Three paintings on the wall—two
seascapes in the style of Eastman or Butman; one, center,
of the Golden Gate—and two silhouettes. (Issued before
April 3, 1856.)
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Wood eng. 3-1/2 x 7-3/16, on a single sheet measuring 9-
13/16 x 7-5/8, gray wove. Very good.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 2 institutional; 1
private. Provenance: Edward Eberstadt & Sons.

($250-350)
$288.00
50. [DOCTOR SHULER'’'S HOSPITAL] | Lith. of C. J. Pollard.
[Baird 56]

Main view (p. 1), a two-story building with two-story
verandah in front; sign: DocTOR SHULER’S HospiTaL. at top. One
man sitting on a bench, one on a chair, another standing—
all on the verandahs; in front of building, a groom with
horse and carriage, and another horse. On p. 3, a printed
indication of the doctor’s services. (Issued before
November 10, 1852.)

Lith. 5 x 7-3/4, on a double sheet measuring 10-1/2 x 8-3/8,
gray wove. Very good. Split along centerfold, both sheets
present; upper sheet silked, lower sheet mounted on
Japanese tissue; light discoloration and a few
inconsequential chips. With manuscript affidavit dated
November 10, 1852, signed by Dr. Shuler, recording the
death by cholera and burial of three sailors, dated at San
Francisco. With an attestation by Commissioner Gregory
Yale, dated November 11.

Probably used as a commercial letter sheet, this is the
only sheet with a medical theme. Printed text on right side
commences: “To THE PuBLic. Although California is a remarkably
healthy country, yet there has been much suffering from
long Sea Voyages, severe labor and toil, exposures and
privations in Mining operations, together with a great want
of accommodations for the afflicted. To the sick in
general, who are in want of comfortable quarters—to the
Sailor, whose home is on the Mountain Wave, to the Miner,
whose home is in the Mountain Mine, I offer my House as a
refuge. A limited number of cases of Delirium Tremens, or
other cases of temporary Insanity, can be well cared for in
separate Buildings. The latter cases of Insanity, are alas!
not unfrequent and assimulate to Delirium Tremens, but
arise from a differing cause—from disappointment and being
far from Home and Friends.” Clifford copy reproduced in
facsimile in rear pocket of Baird’s bibliography.
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Copies of this image located by Baird: 1 private (Clifford
copy). Provenance: Elizabeth Lyman Potter.

($1,000-1,500)
$1,150.00

51. DOWNIEVILLE AT THE FORKS OF THE NORTH YUBA RIVER.
[Baird 57]

Town at left; primitive wooden buildings (sign for: HawrEYy),
a large tent (sign for: OrrLeaNs); a few small bridges over
the river, but no board channels; a water wheel or pump in
the river. (The earliest of the letter sheet views of
Downieville.)

Lith. 6-5/8 x 10, on a single sheet measuring 7-3/4 x 10-
15/16, white wove. Very good+. Mounted on Japanese tissue,
worn and reinforced at old fold (minor losses), moderately
soiled.

This may be the earliest view of Downieville. The first
view listed by Reps (Views and Viewmakers of Urban America
83) is dated 1851 and is slightly larger. Van Nostrand &
Coulter (California Pictorial, pp. 134-35) attribute the
view to artist A. W. Grippen and illustrate the Rhoads copy
(now untraceable), which bore a letter dated May 9, 1851.
Reps, Cities on Stone, p. 1l: “Illustrations of many of the
mining camps seemed to have appeared first on letter sheets
used by the forty-niners to describe and show friends and
relatives in the east the appearance of their crude
surroundings. Soon, however, artists and publishers who had
followed the Gold Rush to California began issuing larger,
more detailed, and better executed single-sheet
lithographic views.”

Watson, California in the Fifties (text opposite Plate 7):
“Gold on the Yuba was the magnet that drew the Scotchman,
known as ‘Major’ William Downie, to Nye’s Ranch at the
junction of the Yuba and Feather rivers and about to become
the town of Marysville, when he landed from the ship
Architect in San Francisco, June 27, 1849.... Dreams of
undiscovered riches urged him on, and on October 5, 1849,
he set out...with as motley a crew as ever followed a
leader - 10 Negro sailors, Mike Deverney, an Irish youth,
an Indian, and Jim Crow, a kanaka - to search the river's
upper reaches.... By 1851 Downieville had 5,000 population
and was famous for the riches Frank Anderson and three men



Dorothy Sloan Books — Auction 2/3
(Cal. Lettersheets) (10/94)

had dug in eleven days out of their claim 60 feet square at
Durgin’s Flat, where the Court House now stands; a total of
$23,900.00.... News of such finds brought miners in
hordes....

“John B. Weller, afterwards governor of California, was the
orator of the day at the 1851 Fourth of July celebration at
Downieville. The miners painted the town red and kept it up
till late at night. Jack Cannon and his drunken companions
broke in the doors of some of the houses, among them that
of a Mexican girl, Juanita [Josefa?]. Later he returned,
forced himself upon the girl and was killed by her with a
knife. For this a mob court condemned her to death, and she
was hanged from the bridge over the Yuba before the eyes of
three thousand excited people. Even in far-off London, The
Times denounced this barbarous punishment, in which it was
joined by the press throughout the civilized world.”

Copies of this image located by Baird: 1 private (Clifford
copy). Provenance: Kenneth M. Johnson.

($800-1,200)
$1,093.00
52. DOWNIEVILLE; SIERRA COUNTY, CAL. | Sketched by Mrs. M.

N. Horton [Herton?] Lith of Cooke & LeCount S. Francisco.
| Published by Sam W. Langton & Bro. June 1852. |

Entered...1852, by Cooke & LeCount.... [Baird does not
locate this issue published by pioneer expressman Langton
and on white wove.] [Baird 59]

Town and buildings are here depicted on the river'’s right
side, with two bridges at or near forks. At left, tall
pines; hills in background.

Lith. 9-1/8 x 12-9/16, printed across a double sheet
measuring 10-15/16 x 17-9/16 overall, white wove. Fine. Neat
repairs to splits at old folds and a few short tears.

Reps lists four views of Downieville from 1851 to 1856 but
makes no mention of the present lithograph (Views and
Viewmakers of Urban America). An exceptional print, both
artistically and historically, and the only letter sheet
image definitely identified as the work of a woman artist.
Peters, California on Stone, pp. 102 & 129.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 3 institutional.
Provenance: John Howell—Books.

($1,000-1,500)
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$1,150.00

53. EARTHQUAKE IN SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. OCT. 21° 1868. | D.
ApPPLETON & Co. 508 & 510 MonTc. ST, S.F. [Baird 61]

Three illustrations. Left to right: RairL Roap House (House and
next building settling and tilting, man on street in
front); CorrFey & RisDON’S BUILDING (collapsed); Scene in Louisa
St. (man without his pants carrying a child down a flight
of stairs). Elaborate text under the illustrations (and
continuing on p. 4) describes this as the worst shock since
California became a United States possession—also worse
than the October 8, 1865 earthquake—and enumerates various
resulting deaths and events.

Lith. Left to right: 3-3/8 x 1-7/8; 4-3/16 x 4-1/16; 3-3/8 x
1-7/8, with printed text continuing across a double sheet
measuring 10-1/2 x 8-5/16 overall, blue or gray wove. Fine+.
Moderate discoloration and slight wear at old folds

(several starting to split and with a few tiny holes).

Copies of this image located by Baird: 3 institutional; 1
private. Provenance: Kenneth Bechtel.

($300-400)
$345.00

54. . Another issue of preceding [Baird 61]; Baird
does not locate this issue, without continuation of text on
p. 4, and on white wove. Double sheet measuring 10-9/16 x 8-
3/16, white wove. Fine+. Outer margin of integral blank
chipped. With a contemporary photograph from which the
lithograph was made.

Provenance: John Howell—Books.
($350-450)
$403.00

55. East side of Montgomery St. from Jackson St. south. |
B. F. Butler’s Lith. Clay St. [Baird 62]

Four buildings, with various signs (building at left shows
number 241); these are more thoroughly identified below the
illustration, as follows (left to right). First building:

S. P. DEWEY.; SaM” FLEISHHACKER, Wholesale dealer in Clothing.;
PraTT & COLE, Attorneys & Notarys Public.; BROOKS, SHEPPARD &
M®CrackaN, Attorneys at Law. Second building: Hy. SCHRODER VON
DER MEDEN & Co. Merchants. Third: Jo® B. BiprLEMAN. Shipping and
Commission Merchant. Fourth: THEODORE PAYNE & Co. Auctioneers
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& Commission Merch®' 247 Montgomery St. Between Jackson &
Washington Sts.

Lith. 4-1/16 x 8, on a double sheet measuring 10-1/4 x 8-
9/16, gray wove. Very fine. Unused except for a
contemporary notation in blue pencil below title: “Fall of
1849” and marking out “B. F. Butler’s Lith. Clay St.”

Copies of this image located by Baird: 2 institutional; 1
private (Clifford copy). Provenance: Kenneth M. Johnson.

($200-300)
$374.00
56. [Elephant and Miner] | Designed by McMurtrie. | Lith. &

Published by B. F. Butler, Post Office Building Clay St.,
San Francisco. [Baird 65]

At left, horror-struck miner looking at an elephant dancing
on his hind feet; at lower left, skull and skeletal
remains. Below illustration, text of conversation between
Miner and Elephant. (Issued before March 2, 1851.)

Lith. 4 x 4 (approximately circular), on a double sheet
measuring 10-9/16 x 8-5/8, white wove. Very fine. Tiny holes
at old creases. Autograph letter signed, from E. W.

Johnson, dated at San Francisco, April 14, 1851, to his
niece Sarah (2 pp.).

I have contracted to land in Stockton for a certain sum.
The machinery is then to be taken out and hauled to the
Mariposa mines for crushing quartz rock which contains
Gold.... I have been engaged by the company to act as Chief
Engineer and every arrangement of location and detail has
been placed in my hands, with salary of $§300 per month and
$8000 in Stock. From analasis & assay the Rock is found to
yeald on an average 10 cts. per pound of Rock and with the
powerful machinery combined we calculate to amalgamate 20
tons per day at the medium expense of $500 per day, you can
now easily calculate the expected profits of the company.
The plan of machinery which I erected some time ago has met
with approval and several good offers have recently been
tendered me by other mining Companys - Its’ my intention to
transmit by next steamer after tomorrow some 4 or 500
dollars more to Father for investment.... The Rev. Dr.
Fitch will go with me to the mountains. A shanty will be
put up for my sole accomodation and will be supplied with
comfortable Bedding which will be some comfort in this
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comfortless country - the picture on the opposite page
answers your query about Gold Bluff.... I hope when your
mother comes here (which will never receive my consent) she
will take the air ship line avoiding thereby the sickly
Tropics. Ladies have no business here yet.

This rare and enchanting letter sheet was one of Henry's
favorites. Hart (pp. 126-27) describes seeing the elephant
as a “slang expression popular during the 1840s and 1850s
that came to be applied to gold rush experiences. It then
came to mean to have gone to the mining country with the
hope of having an experience as exotic as seeing an
elephant—then a rare creature even in a circus—but to have
come away disappointed upon finding that, like other
exhibits of showmanship, it was not so wonderful as
advertised.”

The reference to “Gold Bluff” in both the printed dialogue
and the letter is explained by Bancroft (VI, p. 394): “The
Gold Bluff excitement of 1850 [related to] the chimerical
expedition to Trinidad Bay, the organizers of which
blazoned before San Francisco that millions’ worth of gold
lay ready-washed upon the ocean beach, disintegrated by the
waves from the speckled bluffs. The difficulty was to wrest
from the sand the little gold actually discovered.... Eight
vessels were announced for the bluffs, but ere many miners
had departed the bubble burst...the exhibited sand was
speckled with brass filings.” Artist William B. McMurtrie
executed an important N. Currier print of San Francisco.
Peters, California on Stone, pp. 93, 108, & 163.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 1 institutional; 1

private (Clifford copy). Provenance: Sarkis Shmavonian.
($1,500-2,000)

$2,530.00

57. ENTRANCE TO THE “GOLDEN GATE,” SAN FRANCISCO. [Baird
66]

Generalized view, looking northeast (?); sailing ship with
a flock of birds, center; rock arch, right.

Wood eng. 4-3/4 x 10-3/4, printed across a double sheet
measuring 10-1/4 x 15-1/2 overall, gray wove, ruled paper.
Very fine. A few inconsequential tears, chips, and creases
to blank margins, light creasing.
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Copies of this image located by Baird: 2 institutional.
Provenance: Kenneth Bechtel.

($300-500)
$460.00

58. ESCORTING JUDGE TERRY, OF THE SUPREME COURT, AND OTHER
PRISONERS, TO THE VIGILANCE ROOMS. | Published by the Noisy
CARRIER’'S BOOK AND STATIONERY Co., 87 Battery Street, San
Francisco. [Baird 67]

Procession with two-horse carriage surrounded by a hollow
square of men, armed with bayonets; another carriage
follows, with hollow square escort, as do other vehicles
and persons. Account of the day’s events printed below.
(1856 Vigilance activities.)

Wood eng. 3-3/8 x 7-5/8, on a single sheet measuring 7-7/8 x
9-7/8, white wove. Very fine.

Hart, p. 443: “Terry...moved to California (1849) from
Texas, where he had served as a lieutenant in the Mexican
War. Elected by the Know-Nothing party to the state Supreme
Court (1855), he became Chief Justice (1857), even though
he had meanwhile been jailed for stabbing a member of the
Vigilance Committee, which he opposed. He aligned himself
politically with Sen. William Gwin.... That alignment
caused him to be denounced by Sen. David Broderick and led
to a pistol duel at Lake Merced (1859) in which Broderick
was mortally wounded.”

Charles P. Kimball, who came to San Francisco in 1849,
established the Noisy Carrier firm, an aggressive
bookselling and publishing business. His firm was active
through most of the 1850s and issued the first city
directory. Most of the Noisy Carrier letter sheets were
wood engravings.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 5 institutional; 1

private (Clifford copy). Provenance: Huntington Library.
($250-350)

$288.00

59. Execution of CASEY & CORA, by the San Franciso [sic]
Vigilance Committee May 22% 1856. Taken from Cor. Davis &
Commercial | Pub. by Britton & Rey. [Baird 68]
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Empty lot, surrounded by the Vigilance Committee in
formation, with bodies hanging at left from Fort Vigilance.
Signs for: NEw ORLEANS EXCHANGE (right), StTove anD TiN WaARE (left)
and MIiLLs AND VANTINE (on Fort).

Lith. 6-5/8 x 9-1/4, on a double sheet measuring 8-1/4 x 10-
5/8, white wove, ruled paper. Very fine. Four minor tape
stains at corners of p. 4, slightly creased.

Hart, pp. 72 (Casey) & 95: “Cora...San Francisco gambler
who brought his mistress, a notorious madam, to sit in a
theater box with Gen. William H. Richardson, a U.S.
Marshal, and his wife. Richardson, angered by what he
considered to be an insult, next day accosted Cora with a
drawn pistol and Cora shot him dead. Cora’s lawyers, Edward
D. Baker and James A. McDougall, argued that Cora had been
defending himself and the case ended in a hung jury.
Nevertheless, the Vigilance Committee, created in part
because of the sensational murders committed by Cora and
James Casey, took the two men from the county jail, tried
them before a Vigilance tribunal at their committee’s
headquarters, Fort Gunnybags, and hanged them there.”

Jackson, Gold Rush Album, p. 220 (illustrated): *“The
lithography tells its own story. Not all good citizens
approved of the Committee’s high-handed methods, and the
Chief Justice of the State Supreme Court denounced the
Committee’s actions as a rebellion of ‘damned pork
merchants.’ But, as seen in the view...mass meetings of San
Franciscans turned out to endorse the suspension of normal
legal process during the months of June and July.” Peters,
California on Stone, p. 69. See Levy, They Saw the
Elephant, Women in the California Gold Rush, pp. 149-72.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 6 institutional; 3
private (including 1 Clifford copy). Provenance: Edward
Eberstadt & Sons.

($200-400)
$546.00

60. EXECUTION OF HETHERINGTON AND BRACE The Murderers of
Baldwin, Randall, West and Marion. July 29™ 1856. | Lith. &
Pub. by Britton & Rey S.F. [Baird 69]

Scaffold at left center, surrounded by hollow square of
Vigilantes; both bodies visible below the platform. Fort
Vigilance in background, with United States flag flying
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from roof. Various signs on the Fort and other buildings
(GRaANITE WARE, SPEER & Co. etc.).

Lith. 7-7/8 x 10-7/16, on a double sheet measuring 8-5/8 x
10-5/8, gray wove. Very good. Mounted on Japanese tissue,

lower left corner chipped, affecting small section (1/2 x

1/2 inch) of image.

More activities of the Second Vigilance Committee. Bancroft
refers to Philander Brace as a “political vituperative
rowdy,” and Joseph Hetherington as a “dissolute though
gentlemanly English gambler” (VI, pp. 752-53). Peters,
California on Stone, p. 69 & Plate 24.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 8 institutional; 2
private (the Clifford copies). Provenance: Elizabeth Lyman
Potter.

($250-400)
$288.00

61. . Variant of preceding [Baird 69], on green wove.
Single sheet measuring 8-3/8 x 10-3/4. Fine. Minor neat
repairs and a few minute chips to blank margin.

Provenance: John Howell—Books.
($200-300)
$259.00

62. EXECUTION OF JAMES P. CASEY & CHARLES CORA, BY THE
VIGILANCE COMMITTEE of San Francisco, on Thursday, May 22nd
1856, from the Windows of their Rooms, in SACRAMENTO STREET,

BETWEEN FRONT AND Davis, [etc.]. | Heustis [in block, 1.1.] | For
sale at M. Ullmann’s corner of Washington and Sansome
street. | TowN TaLK, PRINT. [Baird 70]

Illustration identical to that on p. 4 of ASSASSINATION OF JAMES
KiNG oF WiLLIAM, etc.; printed text added underneath. (Issued
before July 3, 1856.) See also Baird 4 (includes
illustration here).

Wood eng. 3-7/8 x 7-1/8, on a single sheet measuring 10 x 7-
15/16, blue or gray wove. Very good+. Several small stains,

moderately soiled. A slightly altered version of this image

appears in Pictorial Town Talk (see item 406 herein).

Copies of this image located by Baird: 2 institutional.
Provenance: John Howell—Books.
($300-400)
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$345.00

63. . Another issue of preceding [Baird 70]; Baird
does not locate this issue, without additional line of text
in title: “ToGETHER WITH CASEY’'S SPEECH ON THE SCAFFOLD.” Coburn,
Letters of Gold, p. 269 (illustrated).

Single sheet measuring 10 x 7-15/16, blue or gray wove.
Poor. Large void (2-1/4 x 3-1/2 inches) at upper edge
filled, with portion of image supplied in pen facsimile.

Provenance: Edward Eberstadt & Sons.
($200-300)
$230.00

64. EXECUTION OF JOSE FORNER, DEC. 10, 1852. on Russian
Hill San-Francisco, For THE MURDER OF JOSE RODRIGUES [sic] | [No
publisher given] [Baird 72]

Body dangling from a scaffold, surrounded by armed militia
and a multitude of people. Bay, with ships, in background.

Lith. 6-13/16 x 9-7/16, on a single sheet measuring 8-1/8 x
9-7/8, blue or gray wove. Very good+. A few tears and small
chips to blank margins neatly repaired.

Bancroft records the event but identifies the hanged man as
José Farmi (VII, p. 215). Peters, California on Stone, p.
133: “The Huntington Library catalogue notes this as ‘the
first capital execution under sentence of a lawful tribunal
in the County of San Francisco.'”

Copies of this image located by Baird: 7 institutional; 2
private (including 1 Clifford copy). Provenance: Elizabeth
Lyman Potter.

($250-350)
$575.00
65. EXECUTION OF RAFAEL ESCOBAR. | Copy RIGHT SECURED. [Baird

73]

At center, Escobar hanged; text below reads: “The above
engraving, from a Daguereotype [sic] taken by D. A. PLECKER,
represents the execution of Rafael Escobar, in the town of
Jackson, Amador County, California, for being implicated in
the murder committed in the village of Rancheria, of the
said county.” This refers to an incident in which a group
of Mexicans murdered a number of persons at the Rancheria
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Hotel, rifled their pockets, and took $10,000 from a safe.
(Escobar was hanged August 10, 1855.)

Lith. 5-1/8 x 6-1/2, on a single sheet measuring 9-7/8 x 7-
1/2, white laid, ruled paper. Fine. Neat repairs to small
tears at blank corners, moderately browned and soiled.

Typical of the lawlessness and violence of mining towns,
Escobar was hung without a trial. He was the tenth person
to be strung up from the same sinister hanging tree. Of the
many images of violence in the letter sheets, somehow the
execution of Rafael Escobar seems the most horrifying.
Surrounded by a small group of nonchalant men casually
watching, Escobar is suspended over a crude wooden coffin
in an intimately framed scene. A dark, shadowed figure on a
tree limb above prepares to cut the rope. The accompanying
text refers to Mexicans as “Greasers.” Bancroft (VI, p.
407) mentions that Voz Sonora “continued to deplore the
Hispano persecution” in Calaveras County in issues around
the time of October 1855, while the Sacramento Union “had
allusions to Mexican robber depredations and consequent ill
feeling in Amador, Calaveras.... In the summer of 1856
Mexicans were largely expelled from Amador.” Peters,
California on Stone, p. 121.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 1 institutional; 1
private. Provenance: John Howell—Books.

($600-900)
$1,610.00

66. EXPLOSION OF THE AMERICAN EAGLE on the San Joaquin
River 25 Miles below Stockton Oct. 8 [sic] 1853 [upper] |
EXPLOSION OF THE STEAMER STOCKTON on Suisson [sic] Bay Oct. 18.
1853 [lower] | Lith & Pub. by Britton & Rey, Cor. Montg. &
Commercial S. Francisco. [Baird 74]

Side-wheeler, American Eagle, and stern-wheeler, Stockton,
exploding and burning. (Both tragedies occurred on October
18, 1853; some copies hand corrected to October 18 for
American Eagle.)

Lith. Two: 4-5/8 x 7-1/4 each, on a single sheet measuring
9-3/4 x 7-1/2, blue or gray wove. Very good. Silked, void at
u.l. corner filled (affecting only about 2-1/2 inches of
line border), trimmed (outer line of border shaved at right
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margin), left margin extended (loss of outer line of
border).

Bancroft (VII, pp. 135-36): “The sudden and great expansion
of maritime traffic upon waters little explored could not
fail to be attended by many deplorable accidents....
Startling were those connected with the comparative few
steam vessels, which rose between 1849-54."” Peters,
California on Stone, p. 69.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 8 institutional.
Provenance: Huntington Library.

($200-300)
$230.00
67. FAIR GROUND OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY | (Loursiana RACE COURSE,) NEAR SACRAMENTO, Sept. 26th and
27th, 1855. | BarBER & BaKER, [Baird 75]

Fairground, with some spectators sitting on a hay mound in
right foreground; a carriage, wagons, horsemen, other
spectators at left. (Issued before January 16, 1856.)

Wood eng. 3-7/8 x 8-1/4, on a single sheet measuring 10-
11/16 x 8-9/16, white laid. Fine. Silked, a few tiny holes
at old folds (inconsequential losses). Unused except for
contemporary address and postmark.

Bancroft (VII, pp. 63-64): “Agriculturists took an early
opportunity to impress upon the community, by means of
exhibitions, that the wealth of California was not
restricted to the fields, but that her countless valleys
contained the most prolific of soils and the most
attractive features for building homes.... A number of
prominent agriculturists united to organize in 1854 the
State Agricultural Society.”

Copies of this image located by Baird: 2 institutional.
Provenance: Edward Eberstadt & Sons.

($250-450)
$575.00

68. A FIGHT WITH A GRIZLY [sic] | Lith. & Pub. by Britton &
Rey S. Fran®  [Baird 76]

Four vignettes. Left to right, down: Surprise & first shot
(hunter, background, aims rifle at bear with her cub);
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Getting to close Quarters (hunter tries to club bear with
his rifle); The death Struggle (bears maul hunter); The
rescue (two hunters arrive in the nick of time and kill
larger bear; wounded hunter lying foreground; cub up a
tree).

Lith. Four: 4 x 5-1/8 each, on a single sheet measuring 8-
7/16 x 10-7/16, gray wove, Noisy Carrier ink stamp at 1l.c.
Very fine. Several light to moderate stains, tiny chip at
left blank margin repaired. Peters, California on Stone, p.
69.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 6 institutional; 3
private. Provenance: William Burger.

($300-500)
$345.00

69. . Another issue of preceding [Baird 76], from the
Britton & Rey numbered series. Double sheet measuring 8-
3/16 x 10-5/8, white wove, ruled paper, 18 (u.r.). Fine.
Lower blank margin slightly uneven, just touching a few
letters of publisher’s imprint, five minor tape stains on
p. 4. Reproduced in Baird.

Provenance: John Howell—Books.
($250-450)
$288.00

70. FIRE IN SAN FRANCISCO. Jn [sic] the Night from the 3d.-
4th May, 1851. Loss $20,000,000. | Lith. Justh & Co.
Broadway between Dupont & Stockton Sts. [Baird 77]

View looking east from Nob Hill area; fire raging near
waterfront, south of Telegraph Hill (topography slightly
askew). People climbing foreground hill, with possessions
on their backs.

Lith. 6-3/8 x 10-5/16, on a double sheet measuring 8-15/16 x
11-3/8, blue or gray wove. Very fine. Chip to 1.1l. blank
margin neatly filled.

Fires being a common and spectacular occurrence in early
California, they were a favorite theme for letter sheets.
Many of the fires in San Francisco were set as a diversion
for robberies; this was one of the reasons for the
formation of the first Vigilance Committee. Peters,
California on Stone, p. 133.
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Copies of this image located by Baird: 6 institutional; 2
private (including 1 Clifford copy). Provenance: Kenneth
Bechtel.

($350-350)
$920.00

71. . Another issue of preceding [Baird 77]; Baird
does not locate this issue with image 5/16 inch wider and
printed on green or gray wove. Single sheet measuring 8-3/4
x 11-1/4, green or gray wove (because of the poor condition
of the present letter sheet, it is difficult to designate
the color). Poor copy. Silked, split and chipped at old
folds (some losses to image), stained from old tape repairs
to folds, soiled. Contemporary hand-coloring.

“California pictorial letter sheets were almost never hand-
colored.... Many...prints, however, have been ‘enriched’ in
the 20th century.... It will always be difficult to
determine when such additions were made to prints” (Baird,
p. 12).

Provenance: Edward Eberstadt & Sons.
($350-550)
$403.00

72. . Another issue of preceding [Baird 77], with
different publisher’s imprint. Publ. & Lith. Justh, Quirot

& Co. Califa. corner Montgy Sts. S. F. Double sheet
measuring 8-9/16 x 10-7/16, blue or gray wove. Exceptionally
fine. Faint ink inscription at title correcting dates of
fire to “4th & 5th.”

Provenance: Elizabeth Lyman Potter.
($300-500)
$1,265.00

73. THE FIRST TRIAL & EXECUTION IN S. FRANCISCO ON THE
NIGHT OF 10*"* OF JUNE AT 2 O’CLOCK | del. after the nature
by W. C. K. Pub. and Lith. Justh Quirot & C° Cor™ Calif.
& Montg. Sts. S.F. [Baird 79]

Crowd surrounding John Jenkins, hanging from the rafters of
the adobe Custom House in the Plaza; sign for BurGoYNE. Text,
below the illustration, describes this 1851 event. (Issued
before June 12, 1851.)
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Lith. 6-3/4 x 9-7/16, on a double sheet measuring 8-15/16 x
11-5/16, blue or gray wove. Very fine. Thin paper lightly
creased, light marginal discoloration, a few
inconsequential tears to blank margins.

First-hand reporting on the “trial” and hanging of John
Jenkins, sketched and published in San Francisco. Jenkins
was one of the notorious Sydney Ducks, Australian ex-
convicts and escaped convicts who came to California during
the Gold Rush. The Sydney Ducks were one of the targets of
the actions of the First Vigilance Committee. Peters,
California on Stone, p. 133 & Plate 66.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 12 institutional; 7
private (including 1 Clifford copy). Provenance: William J.
Haber, Jr.

($200-300)
$345.00

74. . Variant of preceding [Baird 79], on white wove.
Double sheet measuring 8-3/8 x 10-13/16. Fine. Moderate
staining at lower margin, not affecting image, but
affecting text below. Autograph letter signed, from James
O’'Grady, dated at San Francisco, June 30, 1851, to George
in Shelburn (1 p.), referring to the illustration.

I send you a very graphic picture of an execution by the
People on the body of a Sidney man - a notorious character
- who on being apprehended in the act of stealing a safe (a

small one, containing about $200) - was taken and tried by
a peoples jury was condemned and hung - as represented - on
the morning of the 11th inst. at 2 A.M. - The old adobe

building on the end of which he was hung - was burned on
the 22d a representation of which I send you also - we are
slowly recovering from those calamities of the 4th May &
22d inst. and still entertain hopes of outliving them
However it is considered by many as a case of ‘Quien Sabe?’
(Who knows?).

Provenance: Alta California Books.
($600-750)
$1,840.00

75. . Variant of preceding [Baird 79]; Baird does not
locate this variant on green wove. Single sheet measuring
8-3/16 x 11-1/4. Fine. Mounted on heavy tissue, minor
chipping and splitting at old folds.
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Provenance: Ron Lerch.
($200-300)
$230.00

76. FLINT'S WAREHOUSES, San Francisco, California, corner
Battery and Filbert Streets. Wirson FLinT, Proprietor. |
ANTHONY, DEL-Sc. [in block, l.r.] | FENN & Co. 203 Cray ST
[Baird 80]

Double warehouse at right; other warehouses (and stores?)
at left—all on a pier. Telegraph Hill in background.
(Issued before July 1, 1853.)

Wood eng. 3-1/8 x 7-3/8, on a double sheet measuring 10 x 7-
7/8, blue laid. Fine. Silked, centerfold reinforced with
silk on recto, light discoloration and minor splitting at
0ld folds (some neatly mended). Farliest recorded use.
Commercial letter sheet with a superb autograph letter
signed, from H. Haile, dated at San Francisco, July 1,

1853, to his children back east (3 pp.).

This will inform you that I am in California I arrived here
on the first day of June, 25 [?] dayes from N.Y. I found
Wilson...much engaged in his line of business. Above you
have a very correct view of his wharf & warehouses.... I
have traveled in different parts of the State since I
arrived here & have seen many of the Eastern people that I
was acquainted with.... Lemon Wood is about two hundred
fifty miles up the Sacramento river.... I was up there last
week & staid two nights with him. He is digging up the gold
& is doing very well. There is more people engaged in the
mines this season than ever before. and the amount they are
getting is large. & well it should be. It is the most
laborious work men ever engaged in, notwithstanding they
are well paid for their labour making from five to twenty
Dollars a day. Still there is hundreds here destitute which
seems almost incredible & need not be if they would work.
Robert Arthur from Ticonderoga is at Sacramento City
keeping a Livery Stable. He has got married, to an Irish
girl & has one child. He is accumulating a fortune fast.

San francisco City contains about sixty thousand
inhabitants at this time. They are from all parts of the
world. Chiniamen with their long cues. Malays & East
Indiamen with their Tattoed faces besides the different
European races. Indeed there is no kingdom of the world but
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what has representatives here. Yet the Yankee population is
far the most predominant.

There is twelve churches in this city with stated
preachings, five printing presses that issue daily papers &
five that issue semi weekly. There is 700 licensed grog
shops. And more people to drink than in any city I ever was
in. There is about five hundred vessells in the harbor at
this time. From all parts of the world - articles of
Merchandise such as dry goods, ready made clothing, Boots &
Shoes, Salted provisions can be bought as cheap here as in
Newyork. Yet fresh meat is worth from 20 to 50 cts per
pound, fresh Butter made here one dollar eggs two Dollars
per doz, new potatoes 10 Dollars per bushel milk 50 cts per
quart and every thing that is raised as garden sauce in
proportion. It is nothing uncommon for a Gardner to realise
three thousand Dollars for 1/2 an acre cultivated with
garden sauce. I have not settled down in any business as
yet - Docts here are as thick as flees (which by the by are
as thick here as grasshoppers in a dry season & very
anoying). I think I shall cultivate some land for the
present. practice what comes in my way.

Artist Andrew Varick Stout Anthony (1835-1906) usually
worked in partnership with Baker. Hamilton, Early American
Book Illustrators and Wood Engravers I, p. 67. Reproduced
in Baird.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 1 private (Clifford
copy). Provenance: Elizabeth Lyman Potter.

($1,000-1,500)
$1,150.00

77. FLUME [upper] | ELEVATING WATER WHEEL [lower] | Lith. &
Published by BriTroN & REY. San Francisco Cal. [Baird 81]

Two illustrations. Upper: miners operating hydraulic water
wheels in a large flume; hills and trees in background.
Lower: wheel in a river pumping water into a sluice and
tom, near which two miners are working. (Issued before May
21, 1853.)

Lith. Two: 4-11/16 x 7-5/16, on a double sheet measuring 10-
7/16 x 8-1/8, blue or gray wove. Very fine. Earliest
recorded use. Autograph letter signed, from Samuel Hawley,
dated at Mokelumne Hill, Calaveras County, May 21, 1853, to
Sarah (1 p.).
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Sarah in this you will find another draft of 50 dollars on
Adams & co wich you can take to the Bank and get the money
in Middlebury. On one side of this Sheet you will see the
drawing of a california life it represents people Mining on
river claims. The upper plate is wheare they are turning
the river. The lower one is a very natural drawing of
people washing the dirt to get the gold. You will see on
the wheel Buckets for throwing the water into a spout wich
goes into a tom wheare theare is a man with a shovel
washing the dirt on an iron sieve. Please excuse my writing
as I am in a greate hury and it is raining very hard and
the water is droping down on every side of me in my camp
and once and a while it drops on this paper but never mind
I am in hopes of getting into a camp some day or other that
will not leake. Sarah my health is very good and I am very
well contented although.... Sarah as I had got this all
wrote and done up theare came along a man that had killed a
Grizly Bear and had it along with him Selling at 38 cts a
pound I bought 3 pounds of it and cooked some for supper.
So you see we eate most anny thing here from a Grizly Bear
to a Turtledove and call it good.

The upper image, “Flume,” is a mirror image of the
lithograph, “A ‘Flume’ on the Yuba River” in Borthwick,
Three Years in California (London, 1857). Peters,
California on Stone, p. 69 & Plate 25.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 7 institutional; 4
private (including 2 Clifford copies). Provenance: A. Jay
Hertz.

($500-750)
$748.00

78. . Another issue of preceding [Baird 81], from the
Britton & Rey numbered series. Double sheet measuring 10-
9/16 x 8-3/16, white wove, ruled paper, 16 (u.r.).
Exceptionally fine.

Provenance: William J. Haber, Jr.

($300-400)
$345.00
79. FORT VIGILANT Rooms of the Committee Sacramento S* bet™
Davis & Front [upper] | Mass Meeriné Endorsing the Acts of the
Vigilance Committe [sic] June 14" [lower] | Noisy CARIER’S
[sic] Book & Stationery Co. | Lith. Britton & Rey. [Baird

83]
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Two illustrations. Upper: Fort with gunnybags in front
(left), cannons and guards on roof; signs for: BRoOwN & CROWEL.
[sic], MirLLs & VANTINE, STOVES. A long street perspective with
ships, background. Lower: square filled with people; at
left, building with three-story verandah-balconies (filled
with people) from which two United States flags are flying.
On p. 4, text headed: CONSTITUTION AND ADDRESS OF THE VIGILANCE
COMMITTEE. . . ADOPTED, May 15TH, 1856.

Lith. Upper: 4-7/8 x 7-7/16; lower: 4-3/4 x 7-7/16, printed
across a double sheet measuring 10-7/8 x 8-3/8 overall,
green wove. Very fine. A few inconsequential chips and
tears to blank margin.

One of the images shows Fort Gunnybags, a liquor warehouse
converted for use as stronghold of the Second Vigilance
Committee. Peters, California on Stone, p. 69 & Plate 26.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 7 institutional; 3
private (including 1 Clifford copy). Provenance: Elizabeth
Lyman Potter.

($350-550)
$546.00

80. . Another issue of preceding [Baird 83], with
lithographs printed on right sheet, text on left. Printed
across a double sheet measuring 10-1/2 x 16-1/2 overall,
white wove. Very fine. Expertly repaired (one small void at
upper centerfold filled), four minor tape stains on blank
verso.

Provenance: John Howell—Books.
($300-500)
$460.00

8l. FORT VIGILANTE. Showing the defences [sic] around the
“Vigilant Committee Rooms.” | T. C. Bovyp. [in block, 1.1.] |
Published by the Noisy CARRIER’S BOOK & STATIONERY Co., 87
Battery Street, San Francisco. [Baird 84]

Gunny sacks piled on street in front of Fort Vigilance and
adjacent buildings; signs for: BrowN & CROWELL., BAKER & Co,
WHITIN [sic] & Co. On lower part of sheet, the blue embossed
seal of the 1856 Committee of Vigilance, San Francisco.
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Wood eng. 4-1/2 x 6-1/2, on a single sheet measuring 9-7/8 x
7-3/16, white wove. Fine. Slight discoloration and wear at
old folds, a few small stains.

A most unusual letter sheet with its embossed “all-seeing
eye” emblem of the Vigilance Committee printed in blue.
This emblem was used on all official documents issued by
the Vigilance Committee. This print may be related to
William Behringer’s painting of Fort Gunnybags (see Van
Nostrand, San Francisco, 1806-1906, in Contemporary
Paintings, Drawings and Watercolors, Plate 28).

Copies of this image located by Baird: 3 institutional.
Provenance: Edward Eberstadt & Sons.

($600-900)
$2,358.00

82. THE FRAZER RIVER THERMOMETER. | GREAT GOLD DISCOVERIES OF
1858. | Published by Sterett & Butler, 145 Clay Street, San
Francisco, Cal. and for sale at the News Depots, The trade
supplied on liberal terms. | Entered...1858.... [Baird 85]

Numerous vignettes. Left side of illustrations (bottom to
top; illustrations across double sheet with top at left):
scenes correspond to a thermometer with legends from bottom
for: County Merchant; 40. The Bulletin Board.; 50. Reports
confirmed.; 80. Gets a Letter from his friend.; 90. $500
per day to the man!; 100. Excited speculators; 110. Law
limit, 400!; 120. Jonathan takes the Fever; Leaves his
family; 125. Wildest anticipations realized. Gold by the
cart load! This earlier issue has text at right: GReaT GorD
DI1SCOVERIES OF 1858. THE FRAZER RIVER GOLD MINES AND THEIR HISTORY,
etc.

Wood eng. 16 x 9-13/16 overall, across a double sheet
measuring 16-15/16 x 10-11/16, blue or gray wove. Fine.
Mounted on Japanese tissue, small chips at blank margins
filled, slight discoloration.

This is the earlier issue of this letter sheet, giving an
account of “Great Gold Discoveries of 1858,” with
conflicting reports about quantities of gold, difficulties
of traveling and obtaining provisions, inclement weather
interfering with travel and mining operations, and
concluding that “such drawbacks, however, only seem to whet
the appetites of our adventurous miners, and thousands are
still flocking, by every steamer, to the new El1l Dorado of
the North.”
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“The phenomenon of men rushing hither and thither for gold
was constant enough within the [California] districts to
keep the population ever ready to assist in extending the
field beyond them.... In the opposite direction British
Columbia became the goal for wash-bowl pilgrims,
who...found in 1858, upon the Fraser River, a shrine which
drained California of nearly twenty thousand sturdy arms,
and for a time cast a spell upon the prospects of the
Golden Gate” (Bancroft VI, pp. 393-95).

Copies of this letter sheet located by Baird: 2
institutional; 1 private. Provenance: Bond’s, British
Columbia.

($750-1,000)
$863.00
83. THE FRAZER RIVER THERMOMETER. | THE BUBBLE BURSTED!! |
STERET [sic] Burier [in one block, 1.1.] | Sterett & Butler

Engravers and Book and Job Printers, 145 Clay st., San
Francisco. [Baird 85a]

Vignettes along left side as described in preceding entry.
This later version has poem of “THE BUBBLE BURSTED,"” etc. in
center and additional vignettes: Along right margin (top to
bottom): Interior view Victoria Hotel. (overcrowded,
ceiling caving in under weight); Waits for the River to
Fall; The Water Falls; A Bare prospect! (“to the river Bar
he gets at last—! A grizzly Bar now holds him fast”); Hair-
breadth escape!; Bone of a grizzly, not a gristly bone; and
below poems at center: “Sea-worthy Vessel in a stiff
breeze! Who were the under-Wright-ers?” (describes the
travails of passage to the Fraser River—*“The ‘CoOMMODORE’ an
old and leaky tub” etc.). In this later issue, the bulb of
the thermometer is exploding (“the bubble bursted”);
apparently the force of the explosion is whipping up waves
and tossing about the Commodore and her beleaguered
passengers.

Wood eng. 16 x 9-13/16 overall, across a double sheet
measuring 16 x 10-3/8, blue wove. Very good+. Trimmed (loss
of upper line border and about 4-1/2 inches of lower line
border, upper edge of vignettes at top shaved), two old
repairs on verso of top edge. This later issue satirizes
the earlier version. Copyright information originally on
the lower margin may have been trimmed.
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Copies of this letter sheet located by Baird: 3
institutional; 1 private. Provenance: John Howell—Books.

($750-1,000)
$863.00
84. GAMBLING IN THE MINES | MonTE [upper] | Faro [lower] |

Lith. & Published by BriTroN & REY. San Francisco California
[Baird 86]

Two illustrations. Upper: miners at a table, crowd in
background. Lower: two top-hatted men at a table with some
miners, similar crowd at back.

Lith. Upper: 4-3/4 x 7-7/16; lower: 4-5/8 x 7-7/16, on a
single sheet measuring 10-1/2 x 8-3/8, white wove, faintly
ruled paper, 4 (u.r.), from the Britton & Rey numbered
series. Very fine. Four small tape stains on verso at
corners.

The two images, “Monte” and “Faro,” are similar to two
lithographs in Borthwick, Three Years in California
(London, 1857). These wonderful images allow the modern
viewer to understand, as no printed word could, life and
recreation in the mining camps. Peters, California on
Stone, p. 70 & Plate 27. (See also item 341 in this
catalogue.)

Copies of this image located by Baird: 7 institutional; 1
private. Provenance: Edward Eberstadt & Sons.

($400-600)
$575.00

85. GEORGETOWN, EL DORADO COUNTY. [Baird 88]

One illustration only, trimmed from letter sheet with two
illustrations: general view of Georgetown looking up the
main street; some logs in foreground, no signs. [The lower
illustration was also published separately and is described
under the title “How THE CALIFORNIA MINES ARE WORKED.” See Baird
104 (separate publication of lower illustration)].

Wood eng. 4-3/8 x 6-3/4, on a single sheet measuring 5-1/16
x 7-3/16, blue laid. Poor.

Upper illustration only, trimmed from a letter sheet that
had two illustrations. Moderately soiled, but the image
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itself in very good condition. Unused except for a
contemporary ink inscription dated 1853.

Gudde, p. 119: “The settlement was started in 1849 by
George Ehrenghaft.... It was repeatedly mentioned in 1850
as one of the most important mining centers.” By the end of
1849, Georgetown had a tributary population of 5,000. Reps
does not list any views of Georgetown (Views and Viewmakers
of Urban America).

Copies of this image located by Baird: 1 institutional; 1

private (Clifford copy). Provenance: Talisman Press.
($150-300)

$403.00

86. GRAND ADMISSION CELEBRATION. PORTSMOUTH SQUARE OCT" 29
1850. | [initials or scratches ? on stone, 1l.1l.;
indecipherable] | FroM SKETCHES TAKEN AT THE TiME | C. J. Pollard
Lith. | Sold by Cooke & LeCount Montgomery S* [Baird 90]

Crudely drawn view, looking north; crowd gathered near
adobe Custom House, many carrying placards. Some Chinese at
the edge of the crowd, foreground; buildings (without
signs) on northeast and east sides of the Plaza.

Lith. 6-5/8 x 10-3/8, on a single sheet measuring
approximately 8-3/4 x 11-7/8, white wove. Good. Mounted on
thick tissue (reassembled), unevenly trimmed, left margin
extended (loss of tiny segments of line border and a few
letters of artist attribution).

Bancroft (VI, pp. 347-49 & footnote 47): “Intelligence of
the admission of California reached San Francisco on the
morning of October 18th.... On the 29th there was a formal

celebration of the event, when a new star was added to the
flag which floated from the mast in the centre of the
plaza, and every species of amusement and parade was made
to attest the satisfaction of the citizens of the first
American state on the Pacific coast.” This crude but rare
lithograph is one of the more enigmatic letter sheets. The
Pollard sheets vary widely in quality, and this is
definitely the lower end of the scale. Peters (California
on Stone, p. 42 & Plate 5) and Van Nostrand & Coulter
(California Pictorial, p. 150) attribute the image to
English artist John Prendergast.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 2 institutional; 1
private (Clifford copy). Provenance: William J. Haber, Jr.
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($200-300)
$690.00
87. THE GRAND PLAZA, SAN FRANCISCO. | Moody | B. F.
Butler’s Lith. San Francisco | ArmwirL & Co. Publishers, San
Francisco. | Entered...1850 by Joseph F. Atwill.... [Baird

92]

Idealized view of the Plaza; statue of California enclosed
by a fence, center; flag and pole, left. Buildings, with
signs, at left: AtwirL & Co. Music STorRE [with sign on upper
part for:] Post OrFrFiCE; LITHOGRAPHY, BuTLER. At the Plaza’s far
(north) side, signs of the [Jac]ksoNn Housg, ALTA CALIFORNIA, BOOK
& JoB PRINTING, LouisiaNna. At right: EL DORADO, PARKER HOUSE, UNION
HoTeErL, EMPIRE, HALL & CRANDAL STAGE OFFICE.

Lith. 5-5/16 x 8-15/16, on a single sheet measuring 6-7/8 x
10-1/2, gray wove, printed in two tones (pale ochre with
black). Very good+. Mounted on very thin Japanese tissue,
slightly trimmed (no losses), slight wear at old folds.
Contemporary ink inscriptions “1850” below title and
“Telegraph Hill” in sky above hill.

“California pictorial letter sheets were almost never hand-
colored. What is normally called color was added,
infrequently, with tone stones over-printed in black;
colored inks, for special effects, can be found on certain
items” (Baird, p. 12). See Reps'’ excellent discussion on
coloring techniques (Views and Viewmakers of Urban America,
pp. 29-30). The two-tone coloring on this sheet is very
delicate and subtle. Peters, California on Stone, p. 94.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 5 institutional; 1
private. Provenance: Argus Books.

($500-750)
bought in

88. . Variant of preceding [Baird 92], on white wove
and not printed in two tones. Double sheet measuring 8-9/16
x 10-1/2. Very fine. One crease and a few small stains.

Provenance: Elizabeth Lyman Potter.

($300-500)
$518.00
89. Grass Valley, Nevada County CALIFORNIA. | R. E.

Ogib[byly [sic: y over b; should be Ogilby] del. | Lith.
Britton & Rey, San Francisco. [Baird 93]



Dorothy Sloan Books — Auction 2/3
(Cal. Lettersheets) (10/94)

Town with scattered buildings at right and in center,
background; trees and rolling hills around. In right
foreground, a lumber mill; at left, a farm. People here and
there.

Lith. 4-15/16 x 7, on a double sheet measuring 10-11/16 x 8-
3/8, blue or gray wove. Image located at top of a
vertically oriented p. 1. Fine+. Short tear neatly repaired
with tissue, tiny chip filled, small stain.

This skillfully rendered lithograph is considered one of
the choice California letter sheet views. It also appears
to be one of the earliest views of Grass Valley. Reps lists
two similar prints in larger format and dated 1852 (Views
and Viewmakers of Urban America 102 & 103). “Illustrations
of many of the mining camps...seemed to have appeared first
on letter sheets used by the forty-niners to describe and
show friends and relatives in the east the appearance of
their crude surroundings. Soon, however, artists and
publishers who had followed the Gold Rush to California
began issuing larger, more detailed, and better executed
single-sheet lithographic views of the camps.” - Reps
(Cities on Stone, p. 11).

Reps, Cities of the American West, pp. 201-06: “Gold was
found here in August of 1849, but real development began a
year later when George Knight tapped rich veins of gold-

bearing quartz in Gold Hill.... By 1857 the Gold Hill mine
alone produced $4,000,000 worth of gold.” Watson,
California in the Fifties (text opposite Plate 11): “For

over eighty-four years Grass Valley mines have poured forth
their golden stream [and] over $80,000,000 have been taken.
George Knight'’s discovery...had almost more momentous
consequences even than that of James Wilson Marshall’s....
What Knight found has made California indeed the golden
state.” Peters, California on Stone, p. 70 & Plate 28.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 9 institutional; 2
private (including 1 Clifford copy). Provenance: Kenneth
Bechtel.

($350-550)
$431.00

90. . Variant of preceding [Baird 93], with image
printed on a horizontally oriented p. 1. Double sheet
measuring 8-1/4 x 10-5/8, white wove, lightly ruled paper.
Fine+. Minor creasing and a few inconsequential tears.
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Provenance: William J. Haber, Jr.
($350-550)
460

91. GREAT EARTHQUAKE IN SAN FRANCISCO, | OctoBER 8th, 1865.
[No. 1] [Baird 94]

Three illustrations across upper part of sheet. Center:
WRECK OF BUILDING S. E. CORNER OF THIRD AND MI1sSIiON STREETS (a four-
story building—its right half has fallen in; a two-story
building next door seems undamaged). Left: ScCENE ON BUSH STREET
(a woman holding up a naked baby by its left foot); right:
SCENE ON O'’FARRELL STREET (a servant girl leaving a house with a
trunk on her back and a Bible in her hand). Some printed
text under each illustration; a longer description, headed
GENERAL EFFECTS OF THE SHAKE, follows and continues on p. 4.

Wood eng. Sides: 2-1/4 x 1-1/2 each; center: 3-3/4 x 4-1/4,
printed across a double sheet measuring 10-5/8 x 8-1/4
overall, white wove. Fine. Mounted on Japanese tissue,
centerfold reinforced on recto.

The greatest damage from this quake seems to have been a
minor lull in real estate speculation.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 4 institutional.
Provenance: Elizabeth Lyman Potter.

($250-450)
bought in

92. The Great Earthquake in San Francisco, October 8th,
1865.—No. 2. | D. E. ApprETON & Co., 508 Montgomery Street,
Publishers of over 100 Letter Sheets of California Scenery
[Baird does not locate this issue with publisher Appleton’s
notice printed below text on p. 3.] [Baird 95]

Three illustrations. Center: view of the Weil & Levy
building, badly damaged, at corner of Sacramento and
Battery streets; left: BaATHING-HOUSE SCENE. (people fleeing
from WarM SEA BaTHs. nude or half-dressed); right: En
DisHABILLE. (a half-dressed man standing embarrassed near
some fully-clothed women). Short description under each
vignette; remainder of the page, all of p. 4 and half of p.
3 contain text entitled: A SURVEY OF THE FIELD AFTER THE SHAKE.

Wood eng. Sides: 2-3/8 x 1-1/2 each; center: 3-3/8 x 4 3/16,
printed across a double sheet measuring approximately 10-
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3/8 x 16-1/2 overall, blue wove, faintly ruled paper. Rough
condition. Two old repairs (centerfold reinforced and two
short tears mended); remains of old mount on blank p. 2;
blank margins worn, torn and chipped; creased and worn at
old folds. Short manuscript note from Parker T. Vickery[?],
dated at San Francisco, October 17, 1865.

In a section entitled “A Survey of the Field After the
Shake,” the author notes: “One of the satisfactions of
living in San Francisco consists in the constant
successions of excitements. There is no opportunity for the
mind to grow dull. Life is full of spice and variety.”

Copies of this image located by Baird: 1 institutional.
Provenance: Kenneth Bechtel.

($300-500)
bought in

93. GREAT FIRE IN SAN FRANSISCO. [sic] May [“a" reversed]
4*", 1850. 400 BuIiLpINGS BurNep! Loss $5,000,000! Pub. by W. B.
Cooke & Co, Portsmouth Square. [Baird 96a]

View of east side of Portsmouth Square showing buildings
burning there and in the block behind, to west side of
Montgomery Street; spectators in foreground. Map, below,
shows three square blocks burned. This is the earlier state
(Baird 96 is the later state).

Lith. Illustration: 5-15/16 x 9-3/8; map: 2 x 2-1/2, printed
on a double sheet measuring 8-1/4 x 10-9/16, blue or gray
wove. Very fine. Light soiling and inconsequential chipping
to blank margins. Peters, p. 99; Plate 52. Reproduced in
Baird.

Copies of this letter sheet located by Baird: 3
institutional; 1 private. Provenance: Edward Eberstadt &
Sons.

($150-250)
$518.00
94. THE GRIZZLY AND HIS CAPTORS. | ANTHONY & BAKER Sc. CaL. [in
block, 1l.c.] | Published at the WibpeE WesT OfFricE, 184 Clay

Street, San Francisco. [Baird 99]

Four vaqueros; two have roped a bear.
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Wood eng. 4-5/8 x 7-1/4, on a double sheet measuring 10-3/4
x 8-5/16, white laid, faintly ruled paper. Exceptionally
fine. Reproduced in Baird.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 4 institutional.
Provenance: Elizabeth Lyman Potter.

($350-550)
$460.00

95. . Another issue of preceding [Baird 99]; Baird
does not locate this issue with different typography of
title and on white wove. Single sheet measuring 5-1/16 x 7-
3/16. Good. Unevenly trimmed (right and upper edges of
image shaved).

Provenance: John Howell—Books.
($300-500)
$345.00

96. THE HONEST MINER’S SONGS. | Published by Geo. H. Baker
[Baird 101]

Illustrations and text almost exactly as in MINER’S LIFE—
Illustrated, but vignette of THE IDLE AND INDUSTRIOUS MINER
replaces FRIENDS IN COUNTRY; border here is plainer, text is
set in different type in some details, and there are very
slight variations in spacing. See also Baird 165.

Wood eng. 10-5/16 x 7-5/8, on a single sheet measuring 10-
3/4 x 8-5/16, gray wove. Very fine. Slight discoloration
from old adhesive on verso of left margin.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 1 institutional.
Provenance: Kenneth Bechtel.

($550-750)
bought in

97. . Another issue of preceding [Baird 101]; Baird
does not locate this issue, with “No. 1” above ruled border
and different publisher’s imprint. [Published G. H. Baker?
(trimmed, partial losses)] Published by Hutchings &
Rosenfield, 146 Montgomery street, San Francisco.

Single sheet measuring 11 x 8-11/16, gray wove, No. 1.
(u.c.). Good. Silked, image light, trimmed (loss of portion
of publisher'’s imprint). Earliest recorded use. Autograph
letter signed, from J. Humes, dated from Long Gulch,
October 20, 1860, to his mother, Eliza Humes (1 p.). A late
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letter from the Gold Fields in which the writer assures his
mother that he is doing fine and is becoming a really good
cook. He tells her gently that he has no intention of

coming home since he would suffer financially if he did so.

This letter sheet has different typography from the
preceding: vignette titles are in a larger type, and title
of vignette above poem is MinNErRs CookING rather than MiINER
COOKING.

Provenance: A. Jay Hertz.
($750-1,000)
$863.00

98. HONEST VOTERS TRYING TO ELECT THEIR OFFICERS in front
of the house [upper] | BaLLoT Box STUFFERS, ELECTING THEIR MEN
behind the house. [lower] | Noisy CaRRIERS 64. & 66. Long
Wharf [Baird 102]

Two illustrations. Upper: man on a barrel electioneering:
Vote the people’s Candidate; voters lined up to pass a
ballot box in the doorway of a simple one-story building,
with other signs, or words in “balloons.” Lower: two men
hand bags of gold ($500) through a window in back of the
house; another man approaching with more bags, others
standing around, speaking in “balloons.” (Refers to state
election of September 5, 1855.)

Lith. Two: 4-3/4 x 7-3/4 each, on a double sheet measuring
11-1/4 x 9-3/16, white wove, ruled paper. Very fine. Peters,
California on Stone, p. 175 & Plate 86.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 8 institutional; 3
private (including Clifford copy). Provenance: Elizabeth
Lyman Potter.

($200-300)
$288.00

99. HOUSE OF WORSHIP OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, SACRAMENTO. |
ReEv. J. A. BeENTON, Pastor. [Baird 103]

Victorian Gothic church with large clock and bell tower,
center, and small side towers—on facade; pier buttresses on
building’s flanks; battlements on facade and buttresses;
people walking about, horseman at right.
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Wood eng. 5-3/8 x 7-1/2, on a single sheet measuring
approximately 7 x 8-3/4, blue laid. Fine. Unevenly trimmed.
Unused except for contemporary ink inscription: *“Frederick
Bushnell....” (trimmed).

Hart, p. 36-7: “Benton...went to California in 1849. There
he founded the First Congregational Church. He became a
leading California preacher, a hymnologist, and a
missionary to outlying regions. He was also a founder of
the College of California (forerunner of the state
university), and a professor at the Pacific Theological
Seminary, now the Pacific School of Religion.”

Copies of this image located by Baird: 3 institutional.
Provenance: John Howell—Books.

($250-350)
bought in
100. HOW THE CALIFORNIA MINES ARE WORKED. | ANTHONY & BAKER
Sc. [in block, l.r.] | Published at the Wipe WesT Orrice, 184

Clay Street, San Francisco. [Baird 104]

Various types of mining. Left: underground mining, with men
wheeling an ore cart out of mine entrance in hillside,
back; foreground, miners panning gold and using a long tom;
center, a well; at right, a sluice with flume behind.
(Issued before August 12, 1854. Related to RIVER MINING in
format and execution.) See also Baird 88 (includes
illustration here).

Wood eng. 3-3/4 x 7-3/8, on a double sheet measuring 10-9/15
x 8-5/16, blue or gray laid. Very good+. Silked, spotted,
three small voids filled (one affecting a few words of ms.
letter). Farliest recorded use. Autograph letter signed,
from C. B. Worden, dated at Jacksonville, August 12, 1854,
to his sister (2 pp.).

Mining is about as usual. Labour is from four to five
dollars per day. This is the best season for working the
river that I have ever seen. The companies are all ready to
comense operations. The wood cut on the last page of this
sheet is a very true picture of the diferent mining
operations. The man in the front ground is paning out dirt.
The one on the left is a forty niner he is rocking it in a
cradle. The next to the right is a drift or as we term it a
cuyota hole. It is made by a bank having a square
perpendicular bank & commencing a hole on the ledge enough
to admit a wheelbarow. Some of them are three or four
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hundred feet long. They folow the surface of the ledge on
which they find the gold. Many a poor miner has been
crushed to death by the bank caving - the next is a shaft
similar to a well from twenty to one hundred and fifty feet
deep. The dirt is drawed out with a windlass from which it
poured into a long tom where it is washed - the next is a
sluice where one man can wash as fast as four or five can
shovel. It is an improved plan of 54. If we had known that
way of working in ‘49 we could all had our pile long ago -
the last in the back ground is an aquaduct which brings the
water from the bed of the river into the dry digings. They
generly cost an imense sum of money & therefore there is a
large number of share holders in each aquaduct. Some of
them are two thousand feet above the bed of the river. This
is done by going into the mountains from twenty to thirty
miles & diging a ditch on its bank nearly level which in
the above distance would raise the water nearly the
distance that the river falls.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 7 institutional; 2
private (including 1 Clifford copy). Provenance: A. Jay
Hertz.

($500-750)
$1,035.00

101. . Variant of preceding [Baird 104], on white
wove. Single sheet measuring 10-1/4 x 8-1/16. Fine. Neatly
restored (a few small chips to left blank margin filled,
one short marginal tear repaired).

Provenance: Huntington Library.

($250-350)
$460.00
102. HUTCHING'’S [sic] CALIFORNIA SCENES. THE CALIFORNIA
INDIANS. | C. Nahl del. [in two blocks, l.r.] | ANTHONY &
Baker Sc. [in all blocks, 1.1., l.r., l.c.] | Sun PrinNT. |
Orders, pre paid, addressed “Box H, Placerville, El Dorado
Co., Cal.” | Entered...1854...by JaMes M. HurcHings [Baird
105]

Eight vignettes. Clockwise, from top: AN INDIAN FANDANGO;
CATCHING GRASSHOPPERS; GRINDING ACORNS, &cC.; COOKING FooD; BURNING
THEIR DEAD; MODE OF TRAVELING; GATHERING SEEDS; GATHERING ACORNS.
Descriptive text printed center. (Issued before January 24,
1855.) See also Baird 330 (includes two illustrations
here).
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Wood eng. 10-3/8 x 8-1/2 overall, with text, on a double
sheet measuring 11-1/8 x 9-3/16, blue laid, ruled paper.
Good+. Silked, worn at old folds (minor losses to text and
a few vignettes), trimmed (upper and right line borders
shaved), centerfold reinforced with silk on recto, moderate
staining. Earliest recorded use. Autograph letter signed,
from James Lowe, dated at Shasta City, January 24, 1855, to
his sister, Jane E. C.[?] Lowe in Auburn, NY (2 pp.). An
affectionate letter expressing concern for her well being.
Although she says she has written, he has not received a
letter from her for over a year.

Three long Years have past and gone since we last beheld
the features of one an other and probably many differant
changes have taken place with our selves in that time. I
have seen some hard and rough times but none that can
discourage me.... Thare is many more things that I might
say to you if I ware with You but sutch is not the case.
The waves of two Oceans role between us and as it is the
pen is but A poor substitute when in My hand.... Everything
heare is like Spring thare has been no Raines to amount to
anything as yet. It makes everything very dul Mining
especially. Christmas & Newyears past without very merry
luxuaries but not quite as bad as You cermised.

One of the most popular letter sheets, with illustrations
of Native Americans by Charles Nahl and descriptions of
their way of life.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 10 institutional; 9
private (including 4 Clifford copies). Provenance: A. Jay
Hertz.

($500-700)
$633.00

103. . Another copy of preceding [Baird 105]. Double
sheet measuring 11-1/4 x 9-3/8, blue laid, ruled paper. Very
fine. A few tiny holes and slight wear to centerfold, two
small unobtrusive old tape repairs on blank p. 3. Autograph
letter signed from T.[?] H. Bisbee, dated at Pine Grove,
August 25, 1861, to My Dear Darling Sister Maria (2 pp.).
Bisbee relates news of several mutual friends who have come
to California

By and Bill are at work in our digings, appear to like

well, By has been sick a few days. I think he is hardly
tough enough to work in the mines though he may stand it
after he get farely broke in. Says he rather working the
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shop than underground.... Oh Maria perhaps you didn’t know
that I have got a little Irish girl out here, did you?
Folks say we are going to marry soon. I don’t know how it
is. I went to walk with her once and took her to a show,
which is enough to make them talk marry here. She is an
English lady born in N.Y. of Irish parents. I think of
going to Oregon in about three months, thought the exact
time of my going will depend considerably upon how well the
digings pay as I want to take up a $1000.00 and may not be
able to without stoping more than three months.

Provenance: A. Jay Hertz.
($400-600)
$633.00

104. . Another issue of preceding [Baird 105], with
different publisher’s imprint. C. Nahl del. [in two blocks,
l.r.] | AnTHONY & BAKER Sc. [in all blocks, 1.1., l.r., l.c.]
| Excelsior Print.

Double sheet measuring 11-3/8 x 9-1/16, blue or gray laid.
Very good+. Silked, tiny holes at old folds, a few darker
ink or rust stains. Autograph letter signed from C. M.
Hitchcock, dated at San Francisco, September 20, 1858, to
Chet[?] George Esqg. (2 pp.). Apparently some personal
business arrangements with George went awry, and Hitchcock
writes an apologetic letter in which he pleads that he has
been misunderstood, not only by George, but by others
involved.

I requested you to go to Murphy and look after my affairs
there because I had confidence in you, and I thought you
would as soon make a few dollars of me as of any one else,
in this I thought we might be equal gainers, - It is true I
had left an agent (Col. Davidson). He had failed to do his
duty, and resigned. How could you be intruding or
Meddling?... I tell you I can’t see my child’s interest
suffer.

Reproduced in Baird.
($400-600)
$518.00

105. . Another copy of preceding [Baird 105], unused.
Double sheet measuring 11-3/16 x 9, blue or gray laid. Very
fine.

Provenance: William J. Haber, Jr.
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($150-250)
$288.00
106. HUTCHINGS' CALIFORNIA SCENES. | THE MAMMOTH TREES. |
ANTHONY & BaKER Sc. [in block, l.r.] | Sun PrInT. |
Entered...1854, by JaMEs M. HUTCHINGS.... [Baird 106]

Giant redwood tree, center; large redwood stump with
several persons standing on it, left; large rock, cabin,
right; other, smaller, trees in background. Text, at either
side, top, describes Mammoth Tree Grove of Calaveras
County. See also Baird 44. Baird notes different issues
with different border and type, but does not clearly
distinguish the issues. The present letter sheet has: more
intricate border; some differences in typography in title,
text, and copyright notice; and a few slight changes to
wording of text (third paragraph from end, last sentence
ends in “300 f’'t high” rather than “300 feet high”).

Wood eng. 8-1/2 x 7, on a double sheet measuring 10-3/4 x 8-
1/2, white laid. Very good+. Silked, slight splitting and
minor losses at old folds, uniform light browning, upper
margin of integral blank chipped, not affecting ms. letter.
Earliest recorded use. Autograph letter signed, from J. S.
Mekemson, dated at Whetstone Bar, January 17, 1865, to his
brother, Andrew Mekemson (1 p.).

The weather was so cold up to a week ago that we were
unable to work at mining, the nights are yet quite cold.
The snow has went off on the south hillsides but so slowly
that it has mostly been taken up by the ground. We have
barely 2 sluice heads of water. Some appearance of rain
which is yet much needed. The earth was so verry dry that
it requires a great deal of rain to supply the miners
particularly in dry diggings with water.... Well, knowing
that there is but little timber there for you to look at I
send you a representation of one of the forest trees of
this country.

One of the few letter sheets relating to Yosemite. Currey &
Kruska 161: “The letter sheet provides a very early printed
description of the mammoth tree grove of Calaveras County.”

Copies of this letter sheet located by Baird: 7
institutional; 2 private (the Clifford copies). Provenance:
John Howell—Books.

($500-750)
$633.00
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107. . Variant of preceding [Baird 106], on white
wove. Double sheet measuring 10-11/16 x 8-1/16. Very good+.
Several stains, lightly worn and darkened at old folds.

Provenance: A. Jay Hertz.
($350-450)
$633.00

108. . Another issue of preceding [Baird 106] with:
simpler border; some differences in typography in title,
text, and copyright notice; and a few slight changes to
wording of text (third paragraph from end, last sentence
ends in “300 feet high” rather than “300 f£’'t high”); Baird
does not note this issue, with Sun PRINT omitted. ANTHONY &
Baker Sc. [in block, l.r.] | Entered...1854, by Jaues M.
HUTCHINGS.... Double sheet measuring 9-7/8 x 7-7/8, white
laid, ruled paper. Exceptionally fine. Reproduced in Baird.

Provenance: William J. Haber, Jr.

($400-500)
$460.00
109. Der Riesenbaum der Welt. | Die Mammoth-B&ume. ANTHONY
& Baker Sc. [in block, l.r.] | Published by HurchINGS &

ROSENFIELD, San Francisco. [Baird 106a]

German issue of preceding. Illustration same as Baird 106;
German text.

Wood eng. 8-1/2 x 7, on a double sheet measuring 9-13/16 x
7-13/16, white laid, ruled paper. Exceptionally fine. One
small stain to blank upper margin. Currey & Kruska 161.

Copies of this letter sheet located by Baird: 2
institutional; 1 private (Clifford copy). Provenance:
William J. Haber, Jr.

($450-550)
$518.00

110. HUTCHINGS’ CALIFORNIA SCENES. | THE MOTHER OF THE
FOREST. ANTHONY & BaKER Sc. [in block, l.r.] | Sun PrinT. |
Entered...1854, by JaMEs M. HUTCHINGS.... [Baird does not
locate this issue with different title.] [Baird 106b]

Illustration same as Baird 106; but with a different title.
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Wood eng. 8-1/2 x 7, on a single sheet measuring 10-11/16 x
8-5/8, white laid. Very fine. This issue has the more
intricate border and third paragraph from end, last
sentence ends in “300 f’'t high” rather than “300 feet
high”. Currey & Kruska 161.

Provenance: Edward Eberstadt & Sons.

($200-300)
$403.00
111. HUTCHINGS'’ CALIFORNIA SCENES. — METHODS OF MINING. |
C. Nahl [in four blocks, 1.1.] | T. C. Boyd, SC. [in four
blocks, l.r.] | Published by J. M. Hutchings, San
Francisco. Entered...1855 by Jas. M. Hutchings.... [Baird
107]

Twelve vignettes. Left to right, down: CanNaLs., SINKING A
SHAFT, The Hydraulic Telegraph., Siuicing., Hydraulic
Washing., The Guyaskutus. [patented gold washer, invented
by Jas. Patterson of Placerville], ToMING., GROUND SLUICING.,
TURNING THE RIVER., PANNING OUT., TUNNELING., ROCKING THE CRADLE. On
right margin, sixty-four NaMes oF MINING LOCALITIES. (Issued
before November 15, 1855.)

Wood eng. 9-9/16 x 7-13/16 overall, on a double sheet
measuring 10-3/4 x 8-5/16, blue or gray laid. Fine+. Small
hole to integral blank (from old sealing wax; affecting
just a few words of ms. letter), minor splitting and
staining at old folds. Autograph letter signed, from
William, dated at , August 15, 1856, to his teenage
brother John (2 pp.). A letter of brotherly advice,
admonishing John to prepare for the responsibilities of
manhood and to honor and listen to the advice of his
parents and grandmother.

We live in a fast age. and it becomes necessary for one if
he intends to make any mark in life to start early, start
correctly with good motives and persevere. You may be
anxious to arrive to manhood, but when that time shall have
elapsed, you will think the balmy days of boyhood were full
short.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 4 institutional; 1
private (Clifford copy). Provenance: Edward Eberstadt &
Sons.

($350-550)
$920.00
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112. . Another copy of preceding [Baird 107], unused.
Single sheet measuring 10-3/4 x 8-1/4, blue or gray laid.
Fine. Remains of old mount on verso (particularly along
left margin), some surface soiling.

Provenance: Edward Eberstadt & Sons.

($300-500)
$690.00
113. HUTCHINGS' CALIFORNIA SCENES | MICHIGAN BAR. | ANTHONY &
Baker Sc SF. [in block, l.r.] | Sun PrinT, SaN Francisco. [Baird
108]

Peaceful view of town with rolling hills in background,
three horses and a cow in foreground. Signs for: Drugs,
Hawrey & Co., CaNAL Co., VALENTINE Co., CosuMNES HouskE. United
States flag flying. Description of the town printed below.

Wood eng. 4-3/4 x 7-1/4, on a single sheet measuring 9-1/2 x
7-13/16, blue or gray laid. Very good. Trimmed close,
silked, small hole at upper left margin filled (affecting
only about 1/8 inch of ornamental border).

Named by miners from Michigan, Michigan Bar in Sacramento
County on the Cosumnes River at one time had 1,000
inhabitants (Bancroft VI, p. 353). Gudde (p. 201) states
that Michigan Bar was soon transferred to the settlement
known as Live Oaks. Reproduced in Baird.

Copies of this image located by Baird: 1 institutional; 2
private (including 1 Clifford copy). Provenance: A. Jay
Hertz.

($300-500)
$460.00
114. MICHIGAN BAR. | AnTHONY & BakErR Sc Sr. [in block, l.r.] |

Sun PRINT, SaN Francisco. Another issue of preceding [Baird
108], with same illustration and text, but without
“Hutching’s California Scenes” above image and with
slightly shorter ornamental border (Baird does not note
this issue). Double sheet measuring 11-3/16 x 9-3/16, blue
or gray laid, lightly ruled paper. Very fine. A few minor
stains, inconsequential marginal wear.

Provenance: William J. Haber, Jr.
($350-550)
$518.00
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115. HUTCHINGS'’ PANORAMIC SCENES. — CROSSING THE PLAINS. |
Views drawn from Nature in 1853. by George H. Baker. |
Published by J. M. HurcHinGgs, Placerville. Copyright secured.
| Sun PrinT. [Baird 109]

Thirteen vignettes. Top to bottom, center: EMIGRANT TRAIN
PassiNG WiND RIVER MOUNTAINS; INDIANS CHASING BUFFALOES, SCOTT’S
BLurFs; FIRST NIGHT ON THE PLAINS; SCENE ON THE DESERT; DRIVING STOCK
ACROSS THE Prains. Smaller vignettes at left, down: Sr1oux
InDIANS; CoURT HousSE Rock; CHIMNEY Rock; LARAMIE PEAK; at right,
down: STuck FasT; MouTH OF AsH Horrow; DEVIL’S GATE; CASTLE ROCK.
(Issued before January 1, 1855; this is based on CROSSING THE
Prains—top right vignette, punctuation and borders are
different.) See also Baird 47 (related; all vignettes the
same except top vignette in column on right is STuck FasT
rather than CaALIFORNIA INDIANS).

Wood eng. 10-1/8 x 8 overall, on a double sheet measuring
11-1/4 x 9-3/16, blue or gray laid. Exceptionally fine.
Autograph letter signed, from Edward, dated Marysville,
Yuba Co., January 30, 1855, to his young sister-in-law,
Eliza (1 p.). A newsy letter with interesting personal
touches about life in California and their mutual
acquaintances there. Edward, a preacher, offers the excuse
of having to write so many sermons as the reason he has not
written her.

We live now in our own house - it is of brick, because wood
houses in the summer burn down so often. We think it very
pretty - it is a sweet home - too good for us altogether.
Spring is now upon us (this the 29 of Jan) I rode out on
the plains last week & gathered a boquet of flowers. They
begin to appear now. People are making their gardens -
plowing for grain & doing what you do in April & May - The
weather now is beautiful & has been for the last ten days
like the most beautiful days that you have in May & in the
Indian Summer of Nov.

One of the top letter sheets, chronicling the overland
experience, drawn by George Holbrook Baker, one of the most
active of the letter sheet artists and an important
viewmaker. Reps, Views and Viewmakers of Urban America, p.

165: “In May 1849, George H. Baker arrived in San
Francisco as a member of a party organized in Boston to
find gold.... Possibly before leaving for California, Baker

made arrangements with the New York Tribune to draw what he
saw, for his first lithographic city view [San Francisco]
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was published by the newspaper that August.... Baker mined
for gold, operated various merchandising businesses, ran an
express service, edited and published two periodicals, and
drew a series of woodcuts of California scenes. In
Sacramento he drew and published several versions of an
enormous and very detailed lithograph of that city, which
first appeared in 1857.... About 1862 he moved to San
Francisco to establish his own lithographing and publishing
firm.... In the early 1870s, however, Baker produced a view
of San Diego, and, about 1875, he drew a lithograph of Fort
Yuma, California. His last recorded city view [San
Francisco after Vioget] came in 1893.” See also Peters,
California on Stone, pp. 47-54.

Copies of this letter sheet located by Baird: 6
institutional; 1 private. Provenance: John Howell—Books.

($650-950)
$1,553.00
116. [HUTCHINGS’ PANORAMIC SCENES] | CROSSING THE PLAINS TO
CALIFORNIA. | PUBLISHED BY HUTCHINGS & ROSENFIELD, 146 MONTGOMERY
ST. SaN FrRancisco. | PRINTED BY S. H. WapE. 151 Cray St. [Baird
109a]

Illustrations same as Baird 109 (although Baird states that
illustrations are the same as Baird 47); typography of
vignette titles has been changed; font is smaller and title
of vignettes along sides are no longer in all caps (initial
caps only).

Single sheet measuring 10-9/16 x 8-9/16, blue laid. Good+.
Trimmed (loss of right line border, upper